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Abstract

Acceptance of Su Dongpo’s Poetry and Prose by Chosun Dynasty’s
Literary Men and Their Views on Su Dongpo

Cho, Kyu—Baek

This paper traces literary men’s acceptance and views of Su
Dongpo’s poetry and prose during Chosun Dynasty, while researching
the reasons why Su Dongpo’s life and literature had been a model to
the literary men, made our literature rich, and had them conscious of
their culture.

The changing pattern of interests on Su Dongpo shows, to some
extents, the wave of ups and downs similar to the zenith of interests on
him during the beginning of South Song, Qing dynasty, and
Contemporary times(after 1980s). Interests on him in Korea was the
highest in the middle of Korea dynasty and continued to be the same in
the beginning of Chosun. But it weakened in the middle of Chosun on
account of the high popularity of Tang poetry. In the end of Chosun the
fever increased because of the influence of the trends of literary
thoughts in Qing dynasty and the introspection on Song confucianism
itself.

The literary men during Chosun analyzed his life and writings into
positive, negative, and compromising viewpoints. Examples of positive
views are as follows : he was a gallant and harmonious scholar, but he
was uneven. And His prose was highly assessed as that of heroism,
state of hermit, and proof of fantastic idea of reign. Su Dongpo was
despised as a mean and ungrateful man, because the export of books to
Korea dynasty was banned by him : his writings were known to be
difficult owing to much use of classics : and pure confucianists spoke ill
of him as the moth of confucianism. They criticized compromisingly that
his writings had faults, but he had no attachment on his writings : his
style was grand, but it was difficult to learn.
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In particular the negative views on him were internally related to
North Song’s Luo Shu Party Strife, Su Dongpo’s Buddhism, Taoism,
disposition of Chuangtzu preference, and his narrow view of Korea
dynasty. In general the assessment on Su Dongpo by literary men
during Chosun appeared to be the best.

The literary men during Chosun preferred his Chibi Fu and
reproduced traits of Chibi boating excursion. And a group of poets in
the end of Chosun held poetry society commemorating his birthday by
making Dongpo Respect Association. Those traits proved the preference
trend of Su Dongpo.

The literary men accepted him for the following three reasons:
firstly, his personality and level of his sentences had great attraction of
absorption. Secondly literature respect trend and Song dynasty were the
major model of Chosun dynasty’s building itself, and TangSong Bajia
prose was mattered literally. However some pure confucianists accepted
them critically and selectively because of the difference of their
thoughts and schools. Finally, the literary men sympathized his life and
literature as they experienced similar massacre of scholar, party strife
and war.

To sum up, the literary men during Chosun considered him as an
ideal and typical model for their lives and literature. In addition Su
Dongpo provided the intellectuals with methods of problem solution, and
the poor intellectuals were moved. Futhermore the attitude for him to
enter the government office and retire hinted at deep insight to the
literary men. While accepting his literature, they could improve their
level of literature and express their individual spiritual world.

Literary Men of Chosun, Acceptance of Su Dongpo, Harmony but Disparity,
Luo Shu Party Strife, Chibi Fu, Chibi boating excursion, and Su Dongpo
Respect Association,



