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The Characteristic of HanJu KyungHak(the Study of Confucian
Classics) and Its Status in the History of KyungHak

Lee, Young—Ho

Handu, Lee, Jin-Sang was a prominent confucius philosopher and
scholar in the late nineteenth century in Korea. Although he belonged
to the JuJa school, he introduced the theory called ‘SimJeukLi(the mind
itself is the absolute truth)’, which brought controversial discussions
among confucius scholars of the time. His writings are worthy to be
paid attention to.

Analysis of HanJu's book titled (NonEoChaEui) tells that he created
original thoughts in his theories different from JuJa school's KyunHak
although he still used some part of JuJa school’s ideas.

The Juda school's KyungHak in the early Choseon dynasty
emphasized the aspect of political affairs in KyungHak. In contrast to
this, The KyungHak of Choseon Juda school after Toegye-especially
Youngnam Toegye school-put an effort to collect, analyze, and amplify
the theories of JuJa school or ToeGye school.

Meanwhile, HanJu's (NonEoChaEui) rather than focusing on
collecting and analyzing given theories, developed its own theory based
on metaphysical values that emphasized absolute truth and original
nature of self.

The characteristic of Hanju KyungHak was that it introduced the creative
thoughts which were neglected in the philosophical works in YoungNam
Toegye school. This characteristic of HanJu KyongHak contributed to
diversify discourses in KyungHak in the late Choseon dynasty.
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