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Lee Jin-sang’s theory about an administrative reform through
his work Myochoongrok(i 5%

Woo, In—Soo

Hanju(%E#) Lee Jin-sang(FEEH#) was a leading figure of Confucian
scholars in Youngnam province in the late Joseon Dynasty. He didnt
purely keep to Lee Hwang(Z#)'s theory, but he added his own theory
to it. That's why he was called a such scholar. He cultivated so many
scholars called Hanju School (E#EK) that he became a prominent figure
of Confucian scholars in Youngnam province.

Lee Jin-sang and his school drew much attention in the academic
world from early on. He directed much attention of history and
philosophy academia. He was chiefly examined about his study on
Shimjeuklee (:(»8#), which equates human mentality with natural laws,
and the principle of human nature and natural laws, a scholastic mantle
and activities of Hanju school, and his administrative reform theory.

In view of the results so far achieved in-depth research to Lee
Jin-sang's theory and his school we could get the point of his theory
about a scholastic mantle and his philosophy. But his social and
political activities didn't draw much attention.

Thus the purpose of this paper is to throughly examine his reform
bill through his work Myochoongrok and take a closer look at his
cognizance of reality.

He formulated an administrative reform theory on the basis of his
understanding of Confucian scriptures and history. His administrative
reform bills had weak points in the land system and the status system.
But his reform bills had strong points in realistic possibilities. The
following were among realistic possibilities.

First, he insisted the reduction of excessive government officials in
order to cut down the national expenses in a way of administrative
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reform bills. Second, in a reform way of education and the civil service
examination he affirmed that the education system would be divide into
five grades to activate public education. Third, in a reform way of
military service he said positively that military service should be
spreaded to all social classes so as to gather the source of revenue for
the government renovation. Fourth, he proposed to assess a tax in a
rate of one tenth on crop and three tenth on land. That's why he
intended to reduce the secondary tax and to earmark insufficient tax as
a tax for veiled land. Fifth, he emphasized that the government blocked
the intrigue of the deputy official to carry out the government reform
successively.

Unfortunately, his reform bills received relatively little attention
from the government in comparison with modern reform bills in those
days. But it is quite clear that he was a scholar of the highest
attainments in metaphysics during Joseon Dynasty.

Lee Jin—sang, Hanju School, Myochoongrok(@i®s%), reform bill,
reform theory, government reform, Youngnam Namin party, Sung—ju



