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Lee Jin-sang’s Zest for Nature and Philosophical Base of
His Literary Ideas

Jeong, Woo—Lak

This study began with an examination on Lee Jin-sangs views of
literature. His literary view was based on ‘jiksim(i:{s:to make mind
upright)” and “myeogri(83% : to clarify reason)”, so he rejected rhetorical
flourish and emphasized to inform others of his ideas enough, which was
a general literary theory of Neo-Confucianism philosophers. Lee
Jin—sang assessed his own literature as loose and coarse one himself,
Since his literary spirit was active, he could have “Sansubyeok (1L : to
like nature too much)” and “Munjabyeok (Gt : to like writing too
much)” at the same time. His “Sansubyeok” caused him to travel widely
throughout Korean hills and waters, and his "Munjabyeok” led him to be
inspired by every things he met with and write a number of works. He
made various tours in hills and waters, which made him think a spirit
of duty and realized his own duties. Looking down at a country, he
experienced a huge ego, and watching historical remains, he felt
lyricism of recollection.

What ideas influenced his literature written through meeting with
things? The ideas can be divided into a recognition method and an
existence method of things. The former placed emphasis on sachlichkeit
cognition that things are described realistically and ideological cognition
that philosophical ideas are examined through things. The latter
attached importance to a harmonious being who emphasizes a universal
person and an individual person simultaneously, and a united being who
emphasize a universal person more than an individual person, which
was brought into a conclusion that a united being has to be achieved
through ideological cognition of things. Such ideas had effects on his
literature, which was produced variously. In addition, these ideas were
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based on Dogan(#¥%E : thinking in reversed views)'s epistemology to see
an origin through things and YeokchuG¥# : to reason in the reverse
order) to reason ultimate principles based on empirical facts. In this
respect, it is different from his theory of Li, which emphasized
"Simchiriseol (CE1HEER © a theory that mind is reason)”.

Philosophy, the world of abstract reasoning, and literature, the
world of concrete experience, compete or cooperate with each other. This
respect is identified enough in Lee Jin-sang's literature. That is, using
philosophical reasoning, he looked down at concrete things from the
upper abstract entity of the cosmos and looked up at the abstract entity
of the cosmos from the lower concrete things using literary intuition.
Presenting various and complex terms, he proclaimed the theory of Li
with long and minute philosophical reasoning. However, his literary
works based on susceptibility were short and significant. In case of Lee
Jin-sang’s literature, ideological cognition of Gwanmulchalli(Bi#E3  the
theory of watching landscapes and thinking reason) and a united being
emphasizing universality immanent 1in each thing affected the
background of his literature as important principles.

zest for nature, literary ideas, jiksim(&-), myeongri(B3EE), Sansubyeok(iL7kEs),
Munjabyeok(XZEF3), a recognition method, an existence method, a united
being, Dogan(fE&), Yeokchu(¥dt), Gwanmulchalli(E4231E)



