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Abstract

A Study on the Confucian Culture and Curriculum in the
Yeongnam Region

- With a focus on the integrated and connected education of
Koreanology and adoption of field data -

Jeong, Woo-Lak

This study was designed (1)to understand the Confucian culture of the
Yeongnam Region and its characteristics, (2)to take a contextual approach
to the Confucian cultural assets representative of the region, and (3)to
develop an integrated and connected curriculum of a new concept with the
inclusion of English lectures. It started from the critical recognition that
the Korean academy was too much segmented under the name of specialty
and from the determination to suggest a new kind of education model
according to negotiations between educational systems. It’s only natural
that academic knowledge should detach itself from the reality and cause
itself to be isolated as the action of segmentation grows stronger. On the
contrary, the more integrated it is, the more it reflects our everyday life
and breathes along with "us” of “today’ since our life structures are
integrated and connected to other areas.

The Confucian culture of the Yeongnam Region has constantly developed
centered around Gyeongju, the capital of Shilla, since the period of Three
Ancient Kingdoms. It led the movement to introduce Neo-Confucianism into
Korea in the late Goryeo dynasty and reached its peak entering the 16th
century during the Chosun dynasty with the performance of Lee Hwang
and Jo Shik. During the process, Yeongnam played the leading role in the
Korean Confucianism, showed a strong fidelity to its principles, and
conducted active educational activities through lecture halls.

It seems obvious how seriously they thought about the ways to pass
down its Confucian heritage according to the modern times. In addition to
those trends and characteristics of the Confucian culture in the Yeongnam
Region, the region is enriched with lots of relics and artifacts to promote
its understanding. They exist in various forms such as a lecture hall,
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literary work, and traditional village. Based on those, this study assumed
that the educational effects would be maximized when the theoretical
learning in the classroom made organic relations with the relics and
artifacts on the field. and suggested a 15-week curriculum. It's, of course,
designed to include English lectures considering the integrated and
connected features of Koreanology.

Key Word
the Yeongnam Region, Confucian culture, curriculum, Koreanology, connected, field

data, English lectures, differentiated studies, Chosun dynasty, lecture hall, traditional
village, fidelity to one’s principle



