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Abstract

A Study on the Reality Awareness and Poetic World of Byungwai

Oh, Yong-Won

Byungwai, Lee Hyeong-Sang(1653~1733), is a scholar who was a civil
minister of the late Chosun period, and leaved an enormous amount of
writings. He, except for the period of 12 years in the government service,
built Hoyeon-Jeong, a kind of a village schoolhouse, in Yeongchon and then
devoted his lifetime to writing books and cultivating young students there.

The purpose of this study is to look into his view of Chul-cheo({Hi),
going to obtain a government position and leaving) including his life’
orientation and behavior matters, and then examine how he has recognized
the matters such as Chulcheo, destination. traveling outfit, course of
action, and has also expressed them through his poems works written in
Chinese character. He, in debating on the Chulcheo in life, illustrated, as
an example, the life of Kong Ja, An Hoi, Bae Yi, Yu Ha Hei, Lee Yun and
Nyong Mu Ja, etc., and again expressed self-consciousness comparing the
life of people illustrated to the spring & autumn and fall & winter by
metaphor, the most ideal traveling outfit prescribed by him is the one of
being timeliness of not clinging to a place and of being in accord with a
procedure. Especially, he has showed a deep interest in place, and has
emphasized that, if a classical scholar misses an opportunity and then lives
in retirement, he should not loss a true self of a hermit scholar by not
being easily agitated but keeping calm, even though he is very tired and is
in needy circumstances in the realities. As an example, it's thought that
the thing. that Do Yeon Myeong retires into the country and does not seek
a life of ease. is originated from his keeping calm, not being agitated in a
life in retirement and needy circumstances. So, Byungwai set a high value
on the life as a hermit scholar like that, and the reality consciousness of
Do Yeon Myeong.

Byungwai’s poems refer to the fact that there is a time for his leaving
home and place to remain, and Sam-jeong(=#) and Il-pyo(—EL), etc..
because they are a social standing made by heaven. So he has emphasized
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the importance of being timeliness in Chul-cheo. He, in the work called as
Ho-yeon-jeong-pal-pok, has classified Bu yeol, Gang tae gong, Jang ryang
and Je gal ryang into the 4 types of the person who succeed in life while
doing multiply illustrations of symbolic characters in Chul-cheo among
ancient Chinese characters, and So bu & Hur yu, Jang jeo & Geol ik,
Sangsansaho, Yuk tong into the another 4 types. If a Chul-cheo view of
Byungwai was a living in retirement in his own given realities or else
placing an emphasis on only his absorbing in being lived in retirement, he
would have written his works about only the 4 persons, as a subject matter
for writing, who had lived in retirement. Thus, he has emphasized a
Chul-cheo of being timeliness and also practiced it in his own given
realities(circumstance).

Concerning the matter of a Chul-cheo, another characteristic of
Byungwai's poems is the inner world of life as a scholar in retirement.
Since his life of living in retirement at a retreat in a whirlpool of party
strifes was not caused by political defeat, he could lead a self-sufficient life
while taking a rest at a retreat, and has been self-sufficient enjoying fully
its own taste at the space of the secular world and of being cut off.

Furthermore, he has transferred the space of realities into the one of
the world of an unworldly person in that he has mistaken a crane for the
one of the world of an unworldly person in his own space of realities while
being absorbed in his own space of realities of being free from
conventionality. He has used what symbolizes a taoist retirement from the
world such as the one of an unworldly person or Ryeon-dan(#fF}) spreading
his wings of imagination.

Finally, it was a seclusion-oriented thought of keeping a fixed distance
from the space of realities, a transcendental world of consciousness, and a
space of mental reconciliation.
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