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Dazaihu trade between Silla and Japan during the first
half of the ninth century

Cho, lee—ok

This article is to study the type and characteristics of trade with
Japan by reviewing the actual conditions of trade done by the Silla fleet
represented by Chang po-go in the Dazathu—managed trade system
arranged in the wake of Daijjokanbu of 831. Under the management
trade system characterized by the exercise of preemption rights for
foreigners and management of selling prices, the Chang po-go fleet's
freight could be freely traded with civil merchants only after Dazaifu
officials' inspection was completed. It is noteworthy that the trade
method in which Dazaifu administered governmental management
practices regarding trade with Silla merchants was a new type of trade
and entirely different from the former methods.

In precedent studies, Chang po—go's trade with Japan was generally
construed as private trade. owever, Silla merchants' trade in Dazaihu
ranging from 830s when the Chang po—-go fleet was the most active
to 841 when he died was a new type of trade and definitely different
from the private trade which was not controlled by the government.
The new type of trade, which was called Dazaihu—managed trade, is
an important evidence suggesting that the Chang po—go fleet's trade
with Japan can be classified as having the characteristics of public
trade.
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