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A Study on the Semantic Variation and Patterns of
Meaning in ‘South Jeolla Province ['d%=(Namdo)]’

- <Naver> News text—

Kang, Hui—suk

Today, it seems that certain changes in meaning of 'South Jeolla
Province [H@%(Namdo)]' are under way with a wide variety of
semantic variations, as the social structure has changed so far, away
from the traditional meanings presented in the Korean language
dictionaries. Based on these linguistic facts, in the present study, it
was looked at the Korean classical comprehensive database to find out
what spatial experience the geographical meaning of 'South Jeolla
Province' was traditionally built on, and then checked the changes of
experience through the news textual search of the portal <Naver>.

In conclusion, the results of this study have confirmed that 'South
Jeolla Province' has a limited geographical meaning, mainly the
'Gwangju and Jeonnam' region, with various semantic variations that
are different from traditional geographical areas. In other words,
"South Province of Korea (Namdo)" has traditionally been used as a
reference to  "Gyeongsang-Province, Jeolla-Province, and
Chungcheong-Province," but is experiencing a change in meaning that

by now it is being reduced to the "Gwangju—Jeonnam"' region.
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Of course, the meaning of 'South Jeolla Province' should be derived
based on the sum of the semantic variations shown by more key words
than the key words observed in this study. Nevertheless, it is very
meaningful that our dictionaries should be based on the patterns of
actual language usage in order to properly define the meaning of
vocabularies or individual words that belongs to a certain semantic
category, and that the use of web corpus can be useful in solving these

problems.

keywords
Namdo, spatial experience, geographical meaning, language
variation, language change, news text, web corpus
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