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Abstract

The Jinhan Identity of Silla and the Meaning of
‘Mahan—-Goguryeo’ Succession

Yoon, Kyeong—ijin

Examined in this study is the logical process of Shilla identifying
itself with Jinhan(J<#%), one of the Three Hans(Samhan, —##), in the
midst of forging the “Three Hans are one(Samhan Iltong, —i# )"
notion, while connecting Mahan(f5##) with Goguryeo. Also discussed
is the meaning of such discourse’s development.

Even after the war in the 7th century Shilla did not actively try to
connect itself with its legacy predecessor, but did so after all in the
9th century, embracing Jinhan as its historical root and identity.
Previously the origin of the Middle(+#{%) Family of Shilla Kingship was
considered to be a Chinese figure named Kim Ilje(s&: Hfi#), but such
notion was apparently abolished in favor of a new one viewing a Shilla
brethren ALji([F32) as its new founder, and the origin of the state itself
was modified accordingly. This decision ironically suggests the
existence of a perspective differentiating Shilla itself from Baekje and
Goguryeo, when all the three Hans were supposed to be one, and so
should be all the countries that came later on.

Meanwhile, it should be noted that Shilla also identified Mahan with
Goguryeo. Considering what had been said in historical texts, it would
have been more logical to connect Mahan with Baekje instead of
Goguryeo, but the history of Jinhan having been annexed by Mahan
could lead to a historical image of Shilla being subdued by Baekje. In

50



L2tel RER HAE HBER- e QA &o(RET)

reality it was Shilla which annexed Baekje, so such image was
unacceptable. Hence, made was the connection between Mahan and
Goguryeo instead of Baekje.

keywords :
Three Han Units(Samhan), Mahan, Jinhan, the “Three Hans are
one” notion, Kim Ilje(£x H ), ALi(E%&)
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