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Abstract

Review on the Determination of the Location of Silla’s
Cheonjusa Temple

Lee, Hyun—tae

Founded during the reign of King Jinpyeong of the Silla Dynasty,
Cheonjusa Temple was also known as Naejeseokgoong and
Naebuldang, both of which mean “Buddhist temple of the palace”. So
far, it has been assumed that Cheonjusa Temple was located in the
vicinity of the bamboo grove and the lotus garden to the west of
Donggung Palace and Wolji Pond in Gyeongju, based on certain records
related to the temple, such as a roof tile with an inscription, and
Donggyeong japgi (Miscellaneous Records of the Eastern Capital,
Gyeongju, written by Seong Won—-muk). However, as the location of
the excavation site of the roof tile with an inscription related to
Cheonjusa Temple has not been formally identified, the actual relic has
not been opened to the public, and the decoding of the inscription has
not yet been verified, it is difficult to use that roof tile to determine
the location of Cheonjusa Temple.

The discovery of Buddhist statues near Wolji Pond and, more
particularly, a pair of gilt-bronze ears near Building Site 2 to the west
of Wolji Pond, which is assumed to have been related to Naebuldang,
where a large Buddhist statue was enshrined, suggests that there was
a separate Buddhist Hall named Naebuldang, as distinct from
Cheonjusa Temple.

Meanwhile, according to various records, including the Dongguk
yeoji seungnam (Geographical Conspectus of the Eastern Kingdom),
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Wolji Pond was located north of Cheonjusa Temple. In fact, all of the
records state precisely that Wolji Pond was located to the north of
Cheonjusa Temple. Most notably, one record states that a large rock
called Budongseok, now lost, was located to the south of Wolji Pond
in the period before Korean independence. Judging from such records,
it is highly likely that Cheonjusa Temple was located to the south of
Wolji Pond, rather than to the west, as previously estimated.
Furthermore, the location of Cheonjusa Temple shows the aspect of
the expansion of the royal palace to the outskirts of Wolseong Palace
during the reign of King Jinpyeong, and suggests that the space inside
the palace had reached its limits. Moreover, the review on the Dosolga
of Wolmyeongsa Item in the Samguk yusa (Memorabilia of the Three
Kingdoms) suggests that the Joweon—jeon structure and Naewon
(Buddhist temple of the palace) could not have been linked with
Cheonjusa Temple, whereas the buildings to the west of Wolji Pond
and Donggung Palace could have been related with it.

keywords :

Cheonjusa Temple, Donggung Palace and Wolji Pond,
Naebuldang(Buddhist temple of the palace), the Joweon—jeon
structure, Naewon(palace’s Buddhist temple)
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