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Abstract

The Process and Characteristics of National Debt
Repayment Movement in Gyeongju

-Based on antique documents of Lee Joong-gu’s five
generations—

Kim, Hong—goo

This paper investigates organizational activities of Danyeon
Company in Gyeongju and community spirit of rural community
societies found in the process of National Debt Repayment Movement
and summarizes new discoveries compared to previous studies, based
on antiques documents of Lee Joong-gu'’s five generations possessed
by Danook Univeristy.

National Debt Repayment Movement started on March 18" (February
50 of the lunar calendar) 1907 in Gyeongju, Danyeon Company was
established on March 24™ 1907, and the contribution of Gyeongju was
first delivered to the company in Seoul on September 24" 1907. The
total contribution amount was around 15,500 nyang, a successful
achievement in six months. It is more startling that the contribution
was lost by a local executive, but it was collected only in one week.
This accomplishment would have been impossible without the
awareness of ‘destiny-sharing—community’ as a member of no
—smoking company.

Contribution for National Debt Repayment Movement in Gyeongju
was not easily collected. Contribution from Gang-seo Myun, where
contribution was donated fast, was sent to Seoul first to motivate other
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Myuns to collect donations. Some Myuns showed intention of refusal
to fund-raising. They criticized activities of encouraging donations,
arguing that donation should be made voluntarily as it meant to be. The
executives of Danyeon Company bore the expenses for delivering the
donations, and Lim Hee-tae, son of Lim Cheon-sik in charge of
finance, delivered the donations.

After establishing Danyeon Company, Lee Joong—gu donated 10 won
himself and actively contributed to National Debt Repayment
movement. He laid the foundation of cohering members of rural
community society, and accordingly enlightened local residents of
social responsibilities. He also cooperated with his in-law Kim
Gyu-hwa to indirectly contribute to National Debt Repayment
Movement in other regions.

keywords :
National Debt Repayment Movement, Lee Joong-gu’s five
generations, Lee Joong—gu, Danyeon Company, Appeal Fund.
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