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Abstract

A Study on Chinese character culture of Unified Silla
through the Annotations on the Lotus Sutra

(TEEE RS ALS)

Kwon, In—han

This paper aims to analyse the level of the Chinese character
(hereafter ‘Cc’) culture of Unified Silla through the annotations of 4
Silla high priests (Woncheuk, Sungyeong, Gyeongheung, Taehyeon)
appearing in the ALS editted by Japanese monk Chuzan(H"#.) in 976.

In Chapter 2, the annotations of ALS were collected and classified.
As a result, 44 Notes on Cc(=NCcs) of the four Silla phonologists(#%
&) were collected, and were classified as 9 NCcs on Shape, 12 NCcs
on Sound, 16 NCcs on Meaning and 14 NCcs on the others.

In Chapter 3, briefly introduced the lives and writings of Silla
phonologists, and then analysed 51 NCcs' contents. Overall, the degree
of agreement with the original Chinese text for each NCc is high, which
means that the four Silla Phonologists had more knowledge about the
Cc’s Shapes, Sounds and Meanings than we expected. In addition, the
special characteristics of each NCcs are summarized as follows.

1) NCcs of Shape: It is noteworthy that Sungyeong presented his
judgments on the NCcs of Shape such as “be wrong” and “be
incorrect”, which shows his academic confidence and depth. The fact
that Chuzan quotted these NCcs as it were, can be seen as a sign that
the academic authority of Sungyeong was recognized not only in Silla,
but also in Japan.
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2) NCcs of Sound: Among the NCcs of Sound, I tried to explain the
difference between Sungyeong’s Note of “fi=/EF:)%" and the Middle
Chinese NCc “4552”. Tt is based on the fact that there are some cases
where & and /5 are used as characters for ‘—eun/<>" and ‘“-an/<’ in
Hyangga, but in more cases this distinction is neutralized. If, in the
notation system of Hyangga that Sungyeong knew, distinction between
b= and /5 was neutralized, it was hypothesized that, under the influence
of this notational system, Sungyeong would have exhibited the above
peculiarity even in NCc of Sound.

3) NCcs of Meaning: The most notable among NCcs of Meaning is
that Woncheuk and Taehyeon’s Notes are in perfect agreement with
the original text. In particular, it can be said that Tachyeon's relatively
faithful translation of the original text of the Wei-shi shu-ji(MEifiliai=
BofEikamliat) by Kui—ji(8i3E) was a manifestation of his academic
attitude against sectarian confrontation. And it is noteworthy that in
the commentary “fE#: fstgth” of Sungyeong, Lian Mian word(Ffian)
“Ji¥” is annotated with another Lian Mian word “P£”, which show
his academic competence that goes beyond the level of Chinese
phonologists.

4) NCcs of the others: In the commentary on “Yuseok/#&fi~ by
Sungyeong, unlike Chinese phonologists, he even revealed the specific
color of “blue”, which is the empirical knowledge of “Yuseok=bronze”
in Silla. It is judged that it is sufficient to make it known that he was
a scholar with theoretical/empirical knowledge.

Combining the above discussion, I would like to conclude that the
Chinese character culture of Unified Silla had already reached a
considerable high level in the mid-7th and early 8" centuries.
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