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Remembrance and Commemoration of the February 28
Democratic Movement

Park, Seung—hee

This paper proposes a new method of commemoration for the
February 28 Democratic Movement. Commemoration is a plan to
publicly remember history and rediscover social and cultural values
based on the identity of the group. In commemoration of the February
28 Movement, it is also a cultural act that strategically reconstructed
the history of February 28, 1960 to be remembered by social multiple
groups.

However, the current contents of the February 28 Memorial Hall and
others are closer to the mythical Memorial method. The typical method
of commemoration since modern times is to emphasize only events and
specific figures through visual symbols such as monuments, memorial
towers, sculptures and symbolic phrases. This is a way of promoting
the historicality of events, while promoting the image of power in a
particular society based on them. However, the value of the Feb. 28
movement lies in the resistance of student intellectuals toward
democracy and justice. It is neither a historical holy book nor a hero's
epic. It was literally the pure resistance of youth intellect to justice.
In this sense, the commemoration method of the February 28

Democratic Movement also needs a new method of commemoration to
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mean memory beyond the existing memory method. The
contemporaries of memory are the contemporaries of value, and can
be realized through the sharing of memories centered on value.
Therefore, the method of remembrance should be a memorial of the
value of calling historical memory.

In that sense, the commemoration of the February 28 Democratic
Movement should consist of justice-value content. And avoid the
formal display of justice or the method of mythical commemoration of
the character. Rather, it should be a way of commemoration through
the sharing of justice, which is organized or reproduced by those who
watch or participate in the Feb. 28 commemoration. Based on this
premise, visitors can propose commemorative spaces and collective
intelligence contents of the February 28th Movement, and

visitors—oriented exhibition contents and sharing programs.
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