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Historical Cultural Value and Ritual Character of
Jinminsa Shrine in Uiseong

Kim, Mi-young

'The purpose of this paper was to review historical cultural value and
Ritual Character of Jinminsa Shrine of Oto Mountain, which is a family
shrine of Uiseong Kim Family.

Jinminsa Shrine is located on Oto Mountain in Tohyeon-ri,
Sagok—myeon, Uiseong—gun. The enshrined person is Yongbi Kim, the
second progenitor of Uiseong Kim Family. During the reign of King
Myeongjong, he lived in Ulseong and was held in high esteem by
residents for successfully suppressing a riot. Jinminsa Shrine is a
shrine constructed to admire his achievement. Since the achievement
of Yongbi Kim at the time saved the entire nation from crisis beyond
regional community, Jinminsa Shrine was considered as an elite shrine
based on regionality. This is also shown by the fact that Jinminsa
Shrine was built nearby the government office of Uiseong—eup.

Jinminsa Shrine was repeatedly repaired and rebuilt because of
ruining and fire. After the demolition of Jinminsa Shrine in Uiseong—eup
with the lecture hall demolition order in 1868, it was rebuilt on Oto
Mountain. Ever since this time, Oto Mountain became a symbolic place
for Uiseong Kim Family beyond simple natural landscape. During this

process, the hegemony of Jinminsa Shrine was gradually shifted form
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the community to Uiseong Kim Family. This shift started in the 16th
century when the neo—Confucian family consciousness began to settle
in. In other words, with the increase of family consciousness,
descendents paid greater attention to the origin of the family and
showed efforts to gain the hegemony of Jinminsa Shrine. On the other
than, residents of Uiseong—eup also started to recognize Jinminsa
Shrine as a private shrine of a specific family without regionality.
However, Yongbi Kim the person enshrined at Jinminsa Shrine lived
in Uliseong, risked his life to protect residents by defeating rioters, and
died in this place. His deeds present a role model to future generations
and a universal value to be pursued by all, not limited to a specific
family. In this sense, Jinminsa Shrine and Oto Mountain where Jinminsa
Shrine is located are not simply places for a family but have value and
meaning as places that keep the exemplary spirit and culture for
modern people. This is the reason why Jinminsa Shrine should be

transformed into a cultural heritage of the region.

key words : Uiseong, shrine, confucian school, lecture hall, squire, family
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