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Abstract

Hwang-seom's Policy Suggestions and Lee-Ik's Views
on it before and after the Japanse invasion of Korea
(Imjinweran)

Jun, Byung—chol

Sik-am Hwang-seom (EfEE5E; 1544-1616) is a civil minister in the
mid-Joseon Dynasty, serving in the office for 37 years, more than a
half of his entire life, 73 years. In the very next year of his appointment
as Byeongjochamui (a high-ranking government post) (Jt#238) in
1591, the Japanse invasion of Korea (Imjinweran) occurred.
Hwang—seom suffered various hardships on the way to Uiju (/1)
while ministering King Seonjo (&iil) and sometimes served as a
servant at Donggung, the palace of the crown prince (§%). He was
also appointed to Mounsa (a overnment post; ZE#(l), putting forth
every effort to secure military suppliers. He pointed out negative
effects of certain decisions in reality, proposed measures, and spared
no efforts to solve various problems in the face of war. Particularly,
Hwang-seom raised issues about the personnel management system
of military officers, dispatch of chiefs, defensive system, waste of
financial resources, slack discipline at the border areas before and
after the Japanse invasion of Korea (Imjinweran), devoting himself to
revitalize the foundation of the national system.

Such an outstanding aspect in his life is shown in many historical
records. In his statement about conducts of Hwang—-seom, Seongho
[-ik (R 27 1681-1763) left a large volume of details about his
policy proposals. In addition, Seongho I-ik added his opinions on each
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policy proposal in a form of supportive annotation. I-ik focused on
policy suggestions of Hwang-seom, going beyond the level of
biography, which is mainly about a person's major achievements
including academic records and literary characteristics. Despite the
time gap of 150 years between the two persons, they had the common
interests in terms of the will to reform the governmental system. Based
on the perspective highlighted by [-ik, therefore, this study examines
negative effects in reality and improvements pointed out by
Hwang-seom before and after the Japanse invasion of Korea
(Imjinweran), and additionally, I-ik’s opinions on such policy
suggestions of Hwang—-seom.

Hwang—seom served in the office in such chaotic situations where
factions were in fierce conflict with one another. He put forth every
effort particularly to overcome the national hardship of the Japanse
invasion of Korea (Imjinweran) and recover the governmental system
that collapsed. Based on the negative effects in reality and measures
stated by Hwang—seom, this study examines specific conditions before
and after the Japanse invasion of Korea (Imjinweran) including the
taxation to official slaves (ALUH), personnel commander system,
appointment of chiefs, strengthened operation of Bibyeonsa (fifiii)),
luxury of local officers, disorder in the military discipline among
commanders at the national border, rewarding system of Sok-oh—gun
(R{I), recovery process of educational systems, and implementation
of Bincheonggang (#5:#). Not all of the policies of Hwang-seom were
accepted at that time. Not all of them Might have been timely and
realistic either. However, such efforts and practices to recover and
revitalize the foundation of the country after the Japanse invasion of
Korea deserve high estimation in terms of historic values that should
be remembered.
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