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Reargument on the Se-taek of the Unified Silla Period

Kim, Soo—tae

This paper takes a new look at the Se-taek of the Unified Silla
period in relation to royal authority. This is because there is
considerable controversy over the function and status of the Se—taek.

An earlier study focusing on the Se-taek described in the wooden
documents excavated in Anapji pond, identified it as the attendant
office of the Inner Court. King Gyeongdeok, through the Se-taek,
promoted reformative politics to strengthen the royal authority.
Entering the late period, the Se-taek gained a bigger political influence
as carrying the function of the literary office of the Inner Court.
Through this, the transition from ancient to the middle ages of Korea
was addressed.

In subsequent discussions, the Se-taek developed into a different
direction. In the middle period, the Se—taek was merely the odd jobs
office of the Inner Court, responsible for the odd jobs of the Royal
Court. It was in the late period that it began to have the function as
the literary office of the Inner Court. This interpretation has been
continuously accepted by various researchers. Recently, a new
understanding is being added that the Se-taek was connected to the
Eunuch Office.
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However, through another approach, it can be verified that the
Se—taek was more than just the odd jobs office of the Inner Court. This
is because the Se-taek was an important aides that served to
strengthen the royal authority of the king and the (crown) prince of
the Unified Silla period. In that case, the existing view that the Se—taek
functioned as an aide office of the king and the crown prince(,) and
then also acquired the function of the literary office of the Inner Court
as it changed to the Jungsa—seong, is still very convincing. Therefore,
based on these studies, I hope that a new phase of research will be

opened for the history of political institution of the Unified Silla period.

keywords :
Unified Silla Period, King, Crown prince, Se-taek, Jungsa-seong
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