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i Abstract

Nammyong’s notion of family and the aporia of
publicity

Park, Choong—hwan

This article is a rudimentary study of a great Neo—Confucian scholar,
Nammyong Jo Shik (Fg%% Fiifi, 1501-1572) in the mid-Choson Dynasty,
focusing on his notion of family and its implications for his
socio—political ~ thoughts. Nammyong’s socio—political thoughts
converge on a Neo—Confucian concept, ‘self-cultivation and ruling
people’ (WA A). This research first captures Nammyong’s notion of
family in the social-historical context of the mid-Choson Dynasty, and
then relates it with his socio—political thoughts in terms of the aporia
of family and publicity to find some theoretical and practical
implications of Nammyong’s thoughts in the modern society. The
findings of this study are as follows. Firstly, Nammyong’s notion of
family registers an obvious duality as a result of the social-historical
context of his age in which the cultural legacy of the bilateral extended
family in the previous Goryeo Dynasty was complexly mixed with the
new culture of the Neo-Confucian patriarchical family in the
mid-Choson Dynasty. Secondly, from Nammyong's socio—political
thoughts is induced a self-family—state continuum, based on which one

may imagine ‘holistic publicity’ where the aporia of family and publicity
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is to be logically resolved. Finally, despite the difficulty of applying
Nammyong's socio—political thoughts in the reality of actual politics
due to his overemphasis on the realm of self—cultivation and his
theoretical ignorance of the issue of family, it may provide a useful
intellectual window for envisioning a better society in the age of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution. This article ends up with a suggestion that
we need further systematic comparative studies of Nammyong's
political thoughts and Western political theories, focusing on the issue

of family and publicity.

Keywords
Nammyong, family, self-cultivation and ruling people,
self-family—state continuum, publicity, aporia
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