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Abstract

The reality and the illusion of the 18th century
Yeongnam “Rebellion” Discourse

Kim, Paek—-chol

In Gyeongsang Province, the theory of discrimination in Yeongnam
1s being accepted as a historical fact. Several political events are often
suggested as an opportunity for Southern party to be expelled from
the political world of the capital. For instance, Gabsul Regime Change
in 1694, Musin Rebellion in 1728, Sinyu Persecution of Catholics in
1801 etc.

However, Gyeongsang Province has the largest number of
successful applicants for the highest-level state examination to recruit
ranking officials in the history of the Joseon Dynasty for 500 years
excluding Seoul. What's more, Those belonging to Southern party were
sometimes suppressed, but those from Gyeongsang Province were not
targeted.

Then, why did the theory of the Yeongnam discrimination arise?
First, it is a relative memory distortion phenomenon. Despite various
political events, the number of successful applicants in Yeongnam did
not actually decrease or stop. Even during the power politics and the
reign of King Gojong, the number of Yeongnam people entering
government posts increased. This is a completely different reality from

the view of discrimination.
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Second, the number of Yeongnam people who passed temporarily
fluctuated. In the 18th century, some of successful candidate for
Yeongnam decreased briefly. And from the 18th to the 19th century,
the number of successful candidate for Chungcheong and Pyeongan
provinces temporarily surpassed that of Gyeongsang Province.

But this was also due to increased travel to the region along with
other people's regulations. However, this was also due to the increase
in the number of government posts in Gyeonggi and Hoseo Province
along with the use of Southern party. And the expansion of the use
of Northwesterners was related to the preferential treatment of
Yeongnam people, so it had nothing to do with the discrimination in
Yeongnam. Rather, fair personnel policies and balanced regional
policies have ironically reduced the number of Yeongnam people
entering government posts.

Third, it is a way of projecting the regional discrimination from a
current perspective on past history. This is a frequent phenomenon
in local political circles, mainly in relation to the election season.

As a result, Gyeongsang Province has rarely suffered regional
discrimination. Yeongnam produced the most famous talents and was
a very economically wealthy area. Just because they dream of Seoul,

they feel thirsty in proportion to their desire.

keywords
Yeongnam discrimination, Musin Rebellion in 1728, party
membership, clan, memory distortion.
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