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A study on Common Recognition of Honam as
Ye—-Hyang

Cho, Sang—hyun

This study is purposed to answer the question, ‘What makes Honam
Ye-Hyang? which is one of three Hyangs, local symbolic images
representing Honam. Since May 18 in 1980, Honam has been explained
as the words such as a Red (meaning a commie) or demonstration. The
more May 18 was mentioned, the more uncomfortable two groups felt;
one was some local enterprisers who thought such image of Honam
had a bad influence on local economy, and the other was Jeon Do—hwan
regime.

Around 1982, there appeared a movement to define Honam as
Ye-Hyang meaning the hometown of art. Why was Honam called
Ye-Hyang? They provided a few cultural art fields such as
Namjonghwa painting and Pansori as the evidence as Ye-hyang, but
it seems to set up something unnatural. In the recognition of calling
Honam as Ye-hyang at that time, we can encounter the people and
places that never match art. Paradoxically, what was used to prove
Honam as Ye—hyang was kids and housekeepers, and the places such
as tearooms and hospitality businesses where art was consumed cheap

and superficial. Thus, it is absurd that the region where artistic works
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are displayed in tearooms because there was no gallery to exhibit was
evaluated as artistic, which implies that the view of ‘Honam-Yehyang’
was a political product, not a historical and cultural necessity or

justification.

Key words

Honam image, Honam-Yehyang view, Yehyang (hometown of art),
Euihyang (Hometown of Justice), May 18, 1980s, Local symbolic
image

133








