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The Existence Patterns and Nature of Epigraphs in the
Seongju Area

Jeong, Woo-rak

The purpose of this study was to understand the local culture of
Seongju based on the epigraphs around the area. The space scope of
the study covered ten eups and myeons contained within the current
administrative district of Seongju in April, 2018 The time scope
included figures and events in the area before 1945. Epigraphs would
be categorized into Sindobi, Myodobi, Hyoeolbi, Yuheobi, Seonjeongbi,
Sajeokbi, Amgakja and Amgaksi with Myogal omitted.

In Seongju, epigraphs were made around Seongju-eup, which was
the center of its politics and administration, mainly after the beginning
of the 20th century. Of epigraphs in Seongju, Amgakja recorded the
widest distribution. Many of its epigraphs were made by local figures
to commemorate their achievements or honor their ancestors. Most of
the writers and calligraphers were also local figures. These facts were
manifested in epigraphs of various forms and made local residents take
huge pride as the people of Seongju.

The epigraphs of Seongju reflected a relational world view, which
signifies communication between nature and man. Landscape and man
had equal value, which was depicted by their efforts to express their

pride actively. In the process, they would feel strong friendship and
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engrave their names in rocks or carve the spirit of Confucian scholars
in a monumental stone, thus enhancing the flow of intelligence history
in Seongju. It is especially noteworthy that women made often
appearances in the deeds of filial duty and continuing remembrance.
Women's active participation in the cultural history of Seongju is one

of characteristics of the local culture.

Keywords
Seongju area, epigraph, pattern of existence, nature, Seongju's
culture, Amgakja, pride, communicate theory, history of intelligence
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