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Abstract

The Political Implications of the Appearance of the
Red-crow in the Late Silla Dynasty

Son, Heung—ho

In ancient times, Auspicious things was considered not just a natural
phenomenon, But a phenomenon that appeared as a result of the virtue
of the king. In the late Silla Dynasty, the types of the auspicious things
were significantly reduced (11types—6types), and the proportion of
birds were high. At this time, the Red-crow and the White—-crow
appeared for the first time in Silla Dynasty and are being offered. In
addition, the main characteristic is that 13 out of 14 cases of the
auspicious things are concentrated in the early period(785~825). The
fact that the areas where the auspicious things were offered were
evenly distributed nationwide may be because the central government
had complete control of the provinces until the early period of late Silla
Dynasty.

The Red—crow was recognized as a symbol of the rise and legitimacy
of the state. Emperor Cheonmu of Japan and the Emperor Han
Youbang of China also used the Red—crow of virtue as the emperor.
King Wonseong, who practically opened the late Silla Dynasty,
received the Command from heaven(Kfp) as a process of stabilizing
the royal authority and had to prove it. At this time, meaningful the
auspicious suitable for the new era emerged. The emergence of the
Red-crow, the first the auspicious thing that appeared in Silla Dynasty,
is a symbol that guarantees the establishment of the new dynasty and
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the legitimacy of the dynasty by the Command from heaven. In
addition, the fact that this was presented at the Paegangjin(H/ 1% was
a sign that the including the head, Kim Che-shin, would recognize King
Wonseong's succession to the throne.

From King Wonseong Dynasty to King Heondeok Dynasty(785~810),
which was in the early period of late Silla Dynasty, it emerged in the
situation of the times when the Red-crow was needed to appear only
five times over 26 years. The legitimacy of the succession of the
throne was secured through the appearance of the Red-crow, and it
was symbolized as a tool for strengthening royal authority.

keywords :
Auspicious sign, Auspicious things, Red-crow, the late Silla
Dynasty, King Wonseong
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