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The Dongdoism’ and religious and political activities of
Cheondogyo reformists during the Japanese colonial
era

Hong, Dong—hyun

Just after the March 1st Movement, the reformist movement of
Cheondogyo demanded the changes of direction ‘from centralization to
decentralization,” ‘from dictatorship to popular opinion, and ‘from
discrimination to equality.” The reformist forces, which led this
movement, showed the perception of Dongdoism’ that intended to
succeed to the tradition of Donghak, maintaining the basic position
critical of Western modern civilization.

The Dongdoism’of the reformist forces was primarily based on Choi
Si-hyeong’s ideology of Sain-veocheon C(GEAUTK, literally “Serve
humans like heaven”). That is, it interpreted /nnaecheon (NJUK,
literally “Human equals god of heaven”), which is the creed of
Cheondogyo, as a theory of absolute equality derived from
Sain—yeocheon, and sought to put it into social practice. Therefore, the
reformist movement within Cheondogyo led by them aimed to put
Innaecheonism into Institutional practice in connection with the
operation of the religious order. In addition, the movement of

constructing an autonomous community through immigration to
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Manchuria was promoted at the level of the Gaebyeok movement for
the construction of ideal society based on /nnaecheonism.

Next, the Dongdoism was historically based on the strong sense of
succession to the Donghak Peasant Revolution in 1894. Showing the
consciousness of the direct heir to Donghak, the reformist forces
actively adopted the theory of Cheok-wae chang—ui (FEHESEH,
literally, “the expulsion of Japan and the raising of army in the cause
of justice”), and engaged actively in the anti-Japanese movement.
Particularly, Chor Dong—hur, a central figure of the reformist forces,
sought a left-right coalition for the anti-Japanese movement, by
forming the Revolutionary Party of Korea, a united front, with the
international support of Comintern, insisting on the historical exploits
of the Donghak Peasant Revolution.

Like the above, the reformist forces shared the historical exploits
of the Donghak Peasant Revolution, as well as the [nnaecheonism, a
theory of absolute equality. On the basis of this, they ultimately aimed
at the construction of non—capitalist society where equality for all
members of the nation was guaranteed, as well as national liberation

through the anti—Japanese movement.

keywords:

Cheondogyo, Reformist forces, Innaecheon, Donghak Peasant
Revolution, Theory of absolute equality, Cheok-waeyang chang-ui,
Revolutionary Party of Korea
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