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The Artistic Effect and Meaning of Hansujak
in the Chinese Poem of
Mangwoodang, Gwak Jae—-Woo

Kim, Jong—gu

The General, Hong Ui, named "Gwak Jae—woo" with the pen name
of Mangwoodang made a great contribution to protecting the country
from the Japanese invasion of Korea in 1592 as a leader of the
voluntary civilian army. However, he did not move forward into
politics, remaining as a classical scholar without a governmental post.
Most of his poems were created during the time of retreating in
MangWoojung after the Japanese invasion of Korea. Existing studies
have only examined Gwak Jae—woo in connection with his activity of
the voluntary civilian army. However, this study examined his poems
through his daily life, refined taste, and the artistic effect of Hansujak.

The artistic effect of Gwak Jae-woo's poetry is as follows: First,
his Chinese poems have romantic lyrics and emotions that are united
with nature. Gwak Jae—woo reveal his refined taste of harmony and
unity through observing landscape and enjoying boating with
home-returning in his Chinese poems. Second, Gwak Jae—woo enjoyed
a liberal daily life, advancing into enlightenment through the serene
life. Since he had experienced war, he had a more hope or aspiration

for a liberal life than anyone else. In the life of this kind, he chose
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silence. This was sublimated with the enlightenment of a sage. Third,
his Chinese poems reveal that he wanted to escape from the
unfortunate political situation of those days and enjoy a life of the
legendary hermit with miraculous powers. Since he saw that all leaders
of voluntary civilian army met an ill fated ending, he truly desired to
escape himself from the chaos of the world.

This kind of Gwak Jae-wo0's artistic effect was intended to get away
himself from the pain of the war experience. That's the reason that
he cultivated himself with the life of Lao Zi, based on
Neo—Confucianism in his daily life. His Hansujak was to practice the
ultimate state of tastes for the art, which can be experienced in a
beautiful scenary of Mangwoojung in a simple way. The artistic effect
of Hansujak is the sentiment that combines romance, lyricism, natural
unity, freedom, daily life, silence, keeping aloof from the world and

sightseeing.

keywords :
Mangwoodang, Gwak Jae—-Woo, Hansujak, emotion, natural union,
daily life, Silence, unworldly, relaxing
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