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Abstract

The Life and Poetry World of Dongpil Kim with the
Pen Name, Mugam

Kwon, Jin—ho

This study has examined the life and poetry world of Dongpil Kim
with the pen name, Mugam (1736~1807). He retired at his hometown
all his life and lived a scholarly life without entering into official
positions. He was devoted to establishing the tradition of his family
and refining the folk manners of his hometown.

His scholarly achievements tended to emphasize the training of
internal mind and practices rather than theoretical aspects. His
scholarly trend internally inherited the tradition of families established
by Damsu Kim with the pen name (1535~1603), Seogye and
Jeongryong Kim with the pen name, Woldam (1561~1619). It was also
externally handed down from the scholarly aspects of Sik Jo with the
pen name, Nammyeong (1501~1572) and Gu Jeong with the pen name,
Hangang (1543~1620). With such influences, he sought after his own
scholarly world. As a result, his poetry world of 360 pieces calmly
expressed daily experiences at his hometown. Not a poem of his had
any philosophical ideas. He projected his emotions and situations of
the moment into natural objects, and formalized them, vividly
describing the delight of rural life and representing his constant

meditation in his poems.
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To sum up, a series of achievements made by him contributed to
consolidating a family and heightening its social status in terms of
family matters, and also promoted the awareness of a Confucian
scholar's responsibilities and obligations in terms of regional aspects.
In a word, he was a man who lived a typical life of a Confucian scholar
without entering into official positions.

key words : Dongpil Kim, a Confucian scholar without entering into official
positions, family tradition, mind training, folk manners, scholarly
aspects, poetry of philosophical ideas, formalization, family matters,
regional aspects
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