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Interpreting history by poetry — the significance of the
symbol of Waqgiaoguan

Jiang, Jian—yun

Wagiaoguan is one of the "three pass", and it located the border of
Baigou river in the period of confrontation between Song and Liao
Dynasties. The emperor Chairong of Houzhou Dynasty attacked and
won the "three pass", he constructed Xiongzhou on Wagiaoguan,
builded Bazhou on Yijinguan, stationed the army of Xinan in Yukouguan.
Xiongzhou is Xiongxian that belongs to the new district of Xiong 'an.
There are various records about the location of Wagiaoguan. However,
the key words: river, bridge, pass, street, city must be noted, and the
relationship between them must be emphasized. Zhou zhencheng, a
scholar and novelist, said, "the old site of Waqgiaoguan is located the
south side of Jiefang bridge that across Daqing River in Xiongxian."
Wagiaoguan, of course, can refer to the wall construction which was
demolished. It is more important that it is a collection of city, bridge
and pass. It, which is attached to the "war and peace" means’ historical
symbol, is a political and military city, fort and China Gate. The
shortcut of khitan's invasion of central plains was Xiongzhou, which
is the gateway of north Song Dynasty. Wagiaoguan have led the field
and its political military strategic position is extremely important. The

image of Yunchuan Wei by Ma Zhichuan in Qing Dynasty showed that
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Wagiaoguan stately located in the northern border, it is dangerous, that
can be said to“If one man guards the pass, ten thousand are unable
to get through.”Cheng jinfang's poem Xiongxian and Wang Shizheng's
poem Xiongxian showed that the important historical responsibility of
xiongzhou—"Great Wall of water" and the key border towns in the
period of confrontation between Song and Liao Dynasties, and it
especially showed the significance of the military strategic of
Wagiaoguan. In peacetime, Wagiao became a messenger of peace
friendship. As the "Song Liao jiaopin" estimated, From 1004 to 1122,
Song and Liao have made exchange for six or seven times every year
during the 118 years. There are numerous courtiers in the messenger.
They often record the news and feelings of the envoy in poetry and
prose. But a close description or recall of Qiao poetry, is clearly
another series of images, which contain the meanings such as
homesickness, history signs, critical consciousness and so on. In the
Yuan Dynasty, Liu Yin's poem Deng Xiongzhou Cheng Lou that
expressed his homesickness. The “GuShu” image of “Wagiaoguan”
implied an extremely complicated but clear implication—resisting
foreign invasion, so as to formed a special symbol of image. In the long
history of the Song, Yuan, Ming, Qing Dynasty,” Wagiaoguan”,
"Xiongzhou” and later “Xiongxian’that mixed to generate a series of
images with the main line of “War and Peace”,and these poets seem
to prefer to show their meaning in the poetry of the melody. There
are a lot of works, such as Wang Qi ' s poem Xiongshan Qiu Xing in
the Ming Dynasty, Gu Sili's poem Xiongxian Huai Gu in the Qing
Dynasty, Bian Lianbao's poem Xiongzhou Huai Gu, Yan Ermei ' s poem
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Yan Zhao Za Yin and Yao Nai ' s poem Xiongxian Yong Zhou Shizong
and so onThere are many poems about “Xiongzhou” and
“Wagiaoguan”,for the time being,we can call them “Xiongguan
poems”.The symbols for “Xiongguan poems”come in succession, with
profound and plentiful meanings. From these “Xiongguan
poems’readers can perceive the humanistic spirits and historical
requirements of being antiwar, loving peace, establishing a large
national amalgamation, enjoying a good and prosperous life, sharing
peace and tranquility. All in all,“Wagiaoguan” is not only a literary

symbol, it is also a cultural and historical symbol.

key words : interpreting history by poetry; Xiongan New Area;
Wagiaoguan; the symbol of image
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