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Glocal Cultural Landscape and the Position of
Youngnamhak as an Area Study

Park, Choong—hwan

In the last couple of decades, there has been a boom of domestic
area studies whose domain of analysis corresponds to various
administrative units of Korean society. This article aims at critically
examining Youngnamhak( Youngnam Studies) conducted by the
Research Institute for Youngnam Culture(RIYC) in the context of the
glocal cultural landscape of globalization and the theoretical,
methodological, epistemological issues polemic in area studies in
general. For this, it analyzes 78 volumes of book published by RIYC,
major research projects conducted by RIYC, and 437 pieces of article
published in Youngnamhak, the academic journal issued by RIYC. And
then it illuminates the implications of the results of analysis in terms
of spaciality, holism, and epistemology of area studies in general. The
research findings are summarized into three points. Firstly, Yougnam
area studies conducted by RIYC has more or less failed in properly
representing the lives of people in Youngnam area due to its lack of
theoretical and methodological concerns on the changing spatiality of
area studies in the age of globalization. Secondly, Youngnam area
studies conducted by RIYC have represented only a few facets of

Youngnam culture in academically biased ways because it has not
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actually practiced the interdisciplinary and holistic approaches that
RIYC proclaimed at the time of its establishment twenty years ago.
Finally, due to its lack of concerns on the epistemological issues of
knowledge production in area studies and its rather exclusive emphasis
on insiders’ point of view, RIYC's Youngnam area studies have been
intellectually very parochial, seriously isolated from the global
academic and practical issues. Based on this critical review, this article
tries to offer an intellectual jumping board for a new momentum for

the development of RIYC soon celebrating its 20" aniversary.

keywords :
glocal cultural landscape, Youngnamhak, area studies, spatiality,
holism, epistemology
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