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H[702(2019)

Kim Woo-ong’s Awareness of Social-reality and
Statecraft Ideas

Lee, Kyung—dong

This study is designed to analyze the statecraft ideas of Kim
Woo—-ong, who was a representative scholar—official in the 16th
century, so as to assess its historical meaning. Kim Woo-ong
suggested the implementation of a timely reform to king Seon-jo,
referring certain terms as ‘Reformation(¥5/ 741", However, Kim
Woo—-ong’s statecraft ideas emphasized King to self-cultivate his own
virtue, as to edify and benefit the bureaucrats and the people. To
reform the government system, Kim Woo—-ong introduced certain
ideas, such as recommendations of officials and reform of the local
systems, in an attempt to induce a minister—led government system.
For the people’s welfare, Kim Woo-ong tried to reform the draft
system. He suggested to replace the excessive military service
personnels by hiring substitutes. Kim Woo—ong emphasized the reform
of public schools, such as Sungkyunkwan and Hyanggyo, seeking to
arrange an appropriate training system of officials. In relation to
Hyang—-yak, Kim Woo—ong emphasized more on the attitude and self
cultivation than on the system reform. Kim Woo-ong’s statecraft ideas
can be compared to those of Yi Yi. While there are certain similarities

between 2, over reform plans of draft system, education and
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Hyangyak, there is also a clear difference between them. While Yi Yi
weighed more on institutional reform, Kim Woo—-ong emphasized more
on self cultivation. Therefore, it is necessary to re—assess Kim
Woo-ong as a reformist who suggested a thorough social reform,

based on close observation and awareness of social status then.

keywords
Kim Woo-ong(%5#i), Seon—jo(Tiill), Reformation(*ii), Statecraft
[deas(R& -5
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