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A Study on the National Treasure ‘Collection of Letters
by Yi Sun-sin’

Cho, Sang—hyun

In the early 1830s, Lee Neung-kwon received Yi Sun-sin's
handwritten letter from the Yeonju Hyeon Clan. His descendant Lee
Kyu-dae dedicated the letter to the shrine of the Lee clan. At this time,
the letter was made in the form of a booklet, and the epilogue of Lee
Kyu-dae was attached at the end.

The glass film of Yi Sun-sin's letter taken by the Chosun Historical
Association in 1928 remains. It consists of a letter to Hyeon Clan and
the epilogue of Lee Kyu-dae, arranged in chronological order. Judging
by the fact that there is a 'letter to nephew' at the front of the 'National
Treasure — Collection of Letters by Yi Sun—sin', it seems that it was
newly added to the "Letters Collection" in the 1930s.

Currently, the ‘National Treasure — Collection of Letters’ left to us
is a mixture of letter orders compared to ‘1928 Film' and ‘Lee
Eun—-sang's Printed Book™ published in the 1960s. This was also an
excuse for suspicion that someone might have intentionally
manipulated it. However, the reason why Lee Eun-sang's arrangement
of the letter is different from the original Collection of Letters is simply
because the letters were arranged in the order of recipients, and no
suspicious points were found. It has been confirmed that during the
theft of National Treasure No. 76, which took place in December 1967,
the letter collection was separated into some pages by thieves. It is
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presumed that the current ‘National Treasure — Collection of Letters’
is different in order from the initial letter book due to the theft.

The present 'Collection of Letters by Yi Sun—sin' deviates from the
character of a collection of letters between the original form 'Yi
Sun-sin-Hyeon Clan'. And the order of letters is also mixed up. It is
necessary to find the original form.

keywords :

Collection of Letters by Yi Sun-sin, National Treasure No. 76,
FCollection of Yi Chungmugongs, TCollection of Yi Chungmugong;
sequel, Yi Sun-sin, Yeonju Hyeon Clan, Lee gyu-dae
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