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Sangju Gyeongcheondae(3X%) and Its Meaning as
Poetic Space _
with Gyeongcheondae Sino—Korean Poetry Collection

Kim, Seung-ryong” - Choi, Geum—ja™

Gyeongcheondae is one of the most beautiful scenic spots in the
basin along the Nakdong River. In the past, there are records of many
poets and calligraphers visiting the Gyeongcheondae area and enjoying
the scenery by singing or writing poetry. Aside from its splendid
scenery, Gyeongcheondae is the place where the famous general
Jeong Gi-ryong (EtdiE, 1562-1622) trained in his youth during the
Japanese Invasions of Joseon (1592-1598). It is also the hiding place
of Udam Chae Deuk-gi (25541, 1605-1646) who accompanied Crown
Prince Sohyeon and Prince Bongnim when they were taken as political
hostages to Shenyang in the Qing Dynasty due to the Qing Invasion
of Joseon. In particular, Gyeongcheondae was recognized only as a
sacred place for rituals for rainfall or a scenic spot with beautiful
scenery until its encounter with Chae Deuk—gi. Then, after the Qing
Invasion of Joseon in 1636, after Chae Deuk-gi settled in
Jacheon—dong, Gyeongcheondae became widely known to the world
and it was recognized together with Chae Deuk-gi.

Gyeongcheondae Sino-Korean poetry works are first created
because of the boating culture that opened around the Nakdong River.

% Department of Korean Literature in Classical Chinese, Pusan National University
x% Completed the doctoral course on Sino—Korean literature at Pusan National University
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The record of writing poetry while boating in the Nakdong River of
Sangju covers a period of 666 years from Yi Gyu-bo(ZFE45fR) in the
year of Byeongjin (M, 1196) to Yu Ju-mok(#lEHE) in the year of
Imsul (1862), leaving a total of 51 poems. According to the record, the
‘Sangsanseon Poetry Party (P41l 7))’ is a representative example.
This boating poetry party was held in a section covering a distance
of about 30-1i from Gyeongcheondae, known as the First Scenery of
Sangju to Gwansuru(#UK#) Pavilion via Danamseowon Confucian
Academy (15 E) in the southeast, and the party was held a total
of 8 times during 171 years from 1607 to 1778.

This boating poetry party centered on Changseok Yi Jun (G4 2%,
1560-1635) became a model for the Nakgang Poetry Party. Following
this tradition, Gyeongcheondae was a space for literary clubs for
literati, especially it was second to none as a pleasure boating space.
In addition, it was a space for communication between Sangju
intellectuals, an important medium that connected them together.

Second, many literati recall Chae Deuk-gi and leave works that
contain his spirit. In other words, when Chae Deuk-gi experienced an
imminent crisis during the Ming-Qing transit period, Gyeongcheondae
was described as a place where he hid from the world by keeping his
faithfulness to Ming. Sangju, where Gyeongcheondae is located, is
called Sangsan(¢41l1) so it was compared to “Sangsansaho (p#1LIPUfiE,
The Four Sages of Shang Shan)” where scholars and hermits with high
morals and deities deserve living. Sangju is an area with close
relationships with the surrounding Andong area. For example, Ryu
Seong-ryong(MIIHE), a disciple of Toegye, trained disciples in Sangju,
who recognized Sangju as an area where the scholarly spirit inherited
from the master was prevalent.
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