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Abstract

Trends and challenges in the study of social policy
history during the Japanese colonial period

Ye, Ji—sook

his article introduces research achievements in the fields of social
work history and social policy history during the Japanese colonial
period since the 2000s, when social policy history research became
more active, and suggests future challenges. Research in this field has
been greatly revitalized since the 2000s. This can be summarized as
follows: First, much research has been conducted in the fields of policy
history and institutional history under the influence of the theory of
colonial modernity. This has made it possible to discuss ‘colonial
governmentality' and to genealogically examine the evolution of the
Government—General of Korea's social work from relief to urban social
policy, rural social policy, labor supply, and poverty relief. Second,
various studies on the social sphere have allowed for a more advanced
research perspective on the elucidation of "the social." Moving away
from a focus on the Government-General of Korea and Christian
missionaries as agents of charity and social work, the emphasis on
Japanese settlers and Korean societies has allowed for more in—depth
research. Third, minority studies has made great strides in exploring
the role of social policies in discriminating against and excluding
minorities.

Future challenges include First, we need to study rural social work,
which has been neglected. Although modern social work is based on
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urbanization and industrialization, we should keep in mind that
agriculture and rural areas were absolutely dominant in colonial Korea.
Second, we need to expand our sources and research methods. It is
necessary to utilize materials such as diaries, memoirs, and memoirs
that are used in the study of life history and daily history, as well as
the history of ruling policies, which have been mainly utilized. This
should reveal the realities of the period that have not been examined
in terms of institutions, policies, organizations, and facilities. Third,
there is still a lack of research on the wartime period from the mid
to late 1930s. Through research on colonial power and the social
sphere, it is necessary to secure the contents of social work during
the Japanese colonial period and find a connection with the
post-liberation period.
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Social Policy, Social Work, Minorities, Colonialism, the Social,
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