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The Conception of Faithful Women to be reflected in
the Sinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungram

Lee, Jae—doo

This paper looked into the behavior, locale and era of the 157
women written in the section of the faithful women(41%) in Sinjeung
Dongguk Yeoji Seungranf "R, here after Seungram.
As a result the following facts were revealed.

Jeolla Province was enthusiastic about discovering the cases of the
faithful women and Chungcheong Province was neglectful about finding
the faithful women as well as devoted sons. According to the Diary
of the King Yeonsar("#& | HEly), during that period six faithful
women were rewarded, and five of them are mentioned in the
Seungram. According to the Seungram there is only one faithful woman
rewarded during the King Yeonsan period.

The most frequent cases covering b8 percent, were women who
kept a chaste life. 19 percent of the cases were the women who chose
suicide, which were found only during the time when the original and
revised book were written. 10 percent of the cases were the women
who were murdered and they all were sacrificed while trying to keep
chaste(~Ffil) against the Japanese invaders at the end of the Goryeo

Dynasty.
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The cases in which wives hung themselves or starved themselves
to death after their husband died increased. There was one case when
the woman did not get married after her fiancé died, but there were
no cases of faithful women dying following the fiancé’s death.

In the early Joseon Dynasty, the customs of wives’ living in a hut
near the husband’s grave during the time when the original edition of
the book was written, many such women were rewarded, but when the
revised book was written, those cases were remarkably decreased.
This change reflects that it was now required for women to have only
one hushand, keep chaste after the husband’s death, and not to
remarry (J5U5).

The faithful women in Seungram is the product of the
Confucianization(f#Zft) and were clearly different from faithful
women who were rewarded during and after the Japanese Invasion of
Korea in 1592. In the first half of the Joseon dynasty, faithful women
were rewarded for living in a hut near their husband’'s grave and
refusing to remarry, but in the last half of the Joseon dynasty, women
hardly lived near their husbands’ graves and it was unthinkable for a

woman from a good class to remarry.

keywords

Sinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungran "HrHe i BB V5% ), Faithful
woman(#1 %), Confucianization(ff#1t), Keeping chaste(~F),
Remarrying ().
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