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Abstract

Postmodernity of Divine Human Beings and its Origins
- Focusing on Kim Dong-li's early novels(1935~36) -

Jeon, Gye—seong

Kim Dong-li's novels of the very early period(1935~1936) are the
background of the birth of a divine human being and the starting point
of postmodern consciousness. Kim Dong-li diagnoses the problems of
colonial Joseon by juxtaposing pre—modern and modern through
“Descendants of Hwarang”, “Sanhwa”, and “Rock”. It is because the
pre—modernity of colonial Joseon should be more prominent so that his
divine human beings who oppose modernity can be recognized as
future-oriented anti-modernity without being misunderstood as
past-oriented anti-modernity. This dialectically corresponds to the
preparation stage for realizing future postmodernity in the novel.
Afterwards, Kim Dong-li tested the types of divine human beings
through ‘Mohwa’ in  "Munyeodo, , and in "Alcohol, , he summoned
‘Kirilloff’, who appeared in Dostoyevs's Evil Spirits , and put forward
the theory of human as god. The theory of human as god, in particular,
is the theoretical base for the creation of divine human beings, which
assumes the transcendence of human beings independent of external
divinity and is the beginning of endowing postmodern attributes to
various divine human forms in Kim Dong-li's novels.
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