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Abstract

The Perception and Status of Gil Jae in the Joseon
Dynasty

Lee, Kyung—dong

The purpose of this study is to analyze changes in the social
perception and status of Gil Jae (51 in the Joseon Dynasty and to
evaluate the significance of him in the times.

In the former period of Joseon, Gil Jae was evaluated as a figure
that kept his loyalty and devotion to Goryeo Dynasty. Gil Jae, along
with Jeong Mong—ju (#522)4), was symbolized by loyalty to Joseon and
could establish his status generally in the society. Around the 16th
century, Gil Jae could have his own status related to the succession
system of universal truth learning as well as loyalty as Sarim
determined the genealogy of the Korean succession system of
universal truth learning. This was developed in the process that Jo
Gwang—jo GEYGil) and his followers, Sarim (-1:4K), were attaining both
political and academic legitimacy. As a result, the perception and
status of Gil Jae in the early Joseon were established in two categories:
loyalty and the succession system of universal truth learning.

The perception of Gil Jae in late Joseon is summarized as honoring
activities for Gil Jae, evaluation on activities in his lifetime, and diverse
interpretations over Gil Jae. The areas of the Seonsan (F#il1), Indong
({Z[F)) and Geumsan (##111) Region have gradually become famous as
the symbols of loyalty and truth learning because they were places
where Gil Jae was active during his lifetime. At the same time, criticism
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was raised over the fact that Gil Jae served as a bureaucrat in late
Goryeo but later refused to do that in Joseon. This started from
criticizing Gil Jae's inappropriate behavior but eventually tended to
strengthen his status further while intellectuals re—criticized him. In
the 18th century, Gil Jae's status regarding loyalty came to be
solidified at the national level as the state gave him the posthumous
epithet of ‘loyalty’. On the other hand, there was also a critical
viewpoint about the evaluation of Gil Jae being just loyal, thus
developing evaluation on him more diverse afterwards.

keywords :

Gil Jae(G5 ), Loyalty(}#.#i), the Succession System of Universal
Truth LearningGE#t), Seonsan(GE1L), Indong({=[]), Geumsan(#il),
Sarim(-1:#k)
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