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Abstract

Confrontational Structures and the Most Ultimate Form
of Human Life in Kim Dong-li's Novels
- beyond the Notion of Modernity and Anti-modernity -

Jeon, Gye—seong

Many previous studies about Kim Dong-li's novels have focused on
the fact that he had pursued tradition, and they tend to explain his
novels with the notion of anti-modernity or overcoming modernity.
They emphasize that Kim Dong-li went against oppression from
modern—age. However, his main concept for writing novels is the most
ultimate form of life and his novels are not the output of artificial
recognition about modernity. The core of Kim Dong-li's novels
towards ultimate principles of human life. It is essence of creating
works which pursues not a right answer but ironies of our lives. Ironies
contain both positivity and negativity and they interact constantly.
Characters, religions, thoughts(ideas), ideologies are always combined
but they keep creating or overcoming each other at the same time.
Kim Dong-li made these confrontational structures to get some crucial
principles of our lives. ‘Anti-modernity’, ‘Overcoming Modernity’,
‘Facing-off with Modernity are not appropriate explaining
contradictoriness of confrontational structures because his novels
include both extremes. Kim Dong-li's novels are not belongings of

Modernity as they are not the ones of politics. Kim Dong-1i’s intention
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with his literature is not toward overcoming modernity, but is toward
contradictoriness of our lives. He focused on the contradictoriness,

and he reveals it through coexistence of conflicting subjects.

keywords
Kim Dong-li, modernity, anti-modernity, confrontational structures,

contradictoriness, the most ultimate form of life
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