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Abstract

An Experimental Discussion on the Conversion from
‘Li(E) to ‘Ye(i&)

Choi, Jea—mok

This paper is an experimental discussion of moving from the
Li—centered discussion of Seo—ae Ryu Sung-ryong to the Ye—centered
discussion of Ubok Jung Kyung-se.

It is generally called ‘the succession of academic lineage’, but it
tends to remain as an abstract discussion. In this paper, in order to
overcome this abstractness, we focus on the contents of the letters
exchanged between Ryu Seong-ryong and his disciple Jeong
Gyeong-se. In other words, we focus on the specific theoretical and
ideological exchanges between the two revealed in the letters.

Jeong Gyeong-se studied closely with Ryu Seong-ryong, which
connected him to Seoaehak, and even to the Confucianism of Toegye
Yi Hwang. When Ryu Seong-ryong was 39 years old and took office
as the 61st Sangju magistrate, the Sangju academic lineage that led
to Jeong Gyeong—se was formed. In this way, Toegyehak was passed
down through Ryu Seong-ryong, and Seoachak was inherited through
Jeong Gyeong-se.

In particular, Jeong Gyeong—se studied Yehak(i&%) deeply and is
called one of the two great mountains of Yehak along with Kim
Jang-saeng of Giho. Jeong Gyeong-se went beyond the
Neo-Confucian studies centered on the mind, such as Insim(A),
DosimGH.C»), Sadan(PUsii), and Chiljeong(1=17), which were popular at
the time, and deepened Yehak through studies related to Ye(i&) such
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as Yegi(i&st). As a result, Yeongnam's Neo-Confucianism shifted from
the tendency of ‘deepening the inner nature’ to the ‘concrete practice’
of Yehak.

In this way, Woobokhak traced the origin of courtesy to the
Confucianism of the advanced times, Neo—Confucianism of the
Northern Song Dynasty, Zhu Xi's learning, and Toegyehak, and
reached closer to Seoaehak, creating Toegyehak and Seoaehak in the
Sangju region.

In other words, both sides focused on practice. The
principle—centered publicness of ‘i’ focused on governing the country,
while the practice—specificity of ‘Ye' focused on self-cultivation. While
the former emphasizes ‘i’ [principle] from the perspective of ‘Great
Learning(CAK#)’, the latter emphasizes ‘sa’[practice] from the
perspective of ‘Elementary Learning(//¥#)'. The shift in thought from
Ryu Seong-ryong to Jeong Gyeong—se signifies a transition from ‘Li’
to ‘Ye' and a process in which Confucian thought is being newly
mapped. This was a humanistic landscape that took place in a specific
place called Sangju in the space of ideological discourse.

The content of the letters exchanged between Ryu Seong-ryong and
Jeong Gyeong-se basically contains the confirmation of the 'Confucian
truth genealogyGHEff)' of 'Ju Hee — Yi Hwang — Ryu Seong-ryong —
Jeong Gyeong-se'.

In addition, Ryu Seong-ryong states the principles[#1] that must be
observed according to Confucian texts, and Jeong Gyeong-se puts
them into practice[2f].

In this relationship, we can confirm the ideological positions of Ryu
Seong-ryong, who stands on the principled position of the Great
Learning(A#), and Jeong Gyeong-se, who stands on the practical
position of the Elementary Learning(’]V&).
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