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Abstract

New possibilities for the study of Balhae history using
epigraph texts

-Focusing on the tombstones of Wi Jun, Empress Hyoui,
Empress Sunmok, and Jin Man-

Kwen, Eun-Ju

In the study of ancient Korean history, the study using epigraphs
became a trend. Recently, a number of epigraphs related to Balhae
have also been identified. So, The possibility of a new study of Balhae
history using this was confirmed. In this article, I introduced the
writings of the tombstones of Wi Jun(#f%, Ch. Wei Jun), Empress
Hyoui(Z%5%), Empress Sunmok(IF2), and Jin Man(Pli#s, Ch. Chen Wan),
and reviewed the new possibilities of the study of Balhae history.

Wi Jun was the governor of DengzhouCEMN#I5) of the Tang Dynasty,
who died in a surprise attack by the Balhae navy led by Jang Munhyu
(ESUK) in 732. He was in charge of imperial demonstrations at the
center for a long time, and became a regional minister for the first time
in his 50s. After he was 55 years old, he became the governor of
Dengzhou and was killed in action at the age of 57. The discovery of
his tombstone made it possible to understand the overall war between
Balhae and the Tang in the 730s. In addition, new research possibilities
can be confirmed through a microscopic approach, such as the naval
power and nature of the Balhae naval force, the military power and
defense system of the Dengzhou region, and the role in the relationship
between Balhae and the Tang of the governor of Dengzhou.
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Only very brief information was known about the two empress's
tombstone of Balhae, Empress Hyoui of King Mun(ZZF), and Empress
Sunmok of King Gan(fiT), discovered in Longtoushan(F£iill) Balhae
Tombs, and there were many controversies. Recently, in Zhang Fuyou
(EiEA)'s article (2023), it was revealed that Empress Hyoui's surname
was Han(i#), and she died in the 2nd year of Boryeok(#/&, 775) and
was buried at Jinneungdae(EF473). And Empress Sunmok died in
“Seonbi(fifH, Ch. Xianbei) Bulisanwon(1~%1117)” on “24th day of the
fourth month of the 2nd year of VA", not in the 12th year of
Geonheung(#:8,  829). If the official excavation report of the
Yongdusan Ancient Tombs is published and the two tombstones are
made public, future research will be possible on various topics such
as the founding site of Balhae, the royal tombs location, the royal
system, relationships with northern peoples, internal situations, and
funeral rites.

The Jin Man’s tombstone has been confirmed as authentic by Yan
Wanzhang([&J#7) since the 1980s. Jin Man served as the governor of
Zhuozhou(IM#IH) under King Jin(35 1) Lee Jonwook(#{7gh, Ch. Li
Cunxuw), but was taken prisoner in 918 at the age of 40 and followed
So AgojiGf -, Ch. Xiao Aguzhi) into the Khitan. The Jin Man's
tombstone is drawing attention for articles on the Balhae attack of the
Khitan in 923 and 925, which are not confirmed in the Liaosh{iEH:,
History of the Liao). As such, the Jin Man’s tombstone provides new
information on the process of the collapse of Balhae, which can be
used for research on the conflict between Balhae and the Khitan, the
process of entering the fluctuations of the Khitan, and the operation
of the Dongdanguk(H/H).

As can be seen from the above case, Balhae also uses epigraph texts
to examine various topics that remain blank. This method is thought
to be helpful in revitalizing the research of Balhae history, which has

39



3% H885(2024)

been stagnant due to lack of feed.

keywords :
the study of Balhae history, using epigraph texts, tombstone, Wi
Jun, Empress Hyoui, Empress Sunmok, Jin Man
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