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i Abstract

A study on the character of the Silla Bugun and
Jeonggyo

Kim, Mok—dong

Silla’s Donggung Palace (3%, Crown Prince’s Palace or, literally,
East Palace) has attracted the attention of scholars over the years,
aided by the continued archaeological achievements in the area.
Controversy continues over the nature of Donggung and the
relationship between the palace and Woljigung Palace(JJith=, Moon
Pond Palace)). As such, this study discusses important topics regarding
the relationship between Donggung and Woljigung, including the
relationship between Bugun Sujong(#l# 759 and the crown prince,
as well as the marriage of A f#(Crown Princess) Jeonggyo(}i/).

Bugun (%7}, vice king) has the same meaning as buwang (1), a
title self-proclaimed by King Heondeok (#f#1:). Both terms refer to
the crown prince CK¥-, faea), the first heir to the throne. Therefore,
Jeonggyo married King Heondeok as his chabi (X, consort). These
are related to the Rebellion of Kim Heon-chang. One of the reasons
why the rebellion was quickly suppressed was that Sujong was
appointed as bugun, and King Heongdeok married Lady Jeonggyo
(Chunggong ({48)’s daughter) as his consort as a follow-up measure.

Sujong was appointed as bugun because he served as Sangdaedeung
(R4, the highest government official of Silla). For this reason,
following the precedent of buwang, he created a new position, bugun,
to officially declare that he is the heir to the throne. It seems to be
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the reason why Bugun Sujong moved to Woljigung, which was a
Donggung in a broader sense, which includes the crown prince’s
residence as well as a palace east of the king. King Heondeok married
Jeonggyo as his consort because she was the child of Chunggong, who
led Silla’s politics from King Aejang to King Heungdeok and had his
daughters marry prominent figures. The marriage was intended as a
measure to secure the king's power, as well as a reward for
Chunggong’s contribution to ending the Rebellion of Kim Heon-chang.

Therefore, we cannot reasonably claim that Donggung and Woljigung
are two different palaces on the ground of Sujong’s relocation to
Woljigung and the marriage issue of Jeonggyo. All of these elements
appear to be related to the precaution and follow—up measures against
the Rebellion of Kim Heon-chang.

keywords :
Donggung, Taeja, Buwang, Bugun, Jeonggyo, Kim Heon-chang
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