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The Formation Process of Historical Image of the Late
Joseon Dynasty and History Education: The Shifts and
Acceptance of Major Theories

Kim, Paek—chol

In academic circles, scholars have sought to overcome the bias that
the dynasty was in decline after the Japanese invasions of 1592 (Imjin
War). To do so, they developed an internal development theory by
examining various aspects such as intellectual history (Silhak),
socio—economic history (Theory of the Budding of Capitalism), political
history (Factional Politics Theory, Politics of Neutrality), economic
history (Land Tax System of the Great Unity, Military Service
Equalization System), and cultural history (Jingyeong Culture Theory).
History textbooks have gradually adopted a more positive perspective
on the late Joseon period.

Reviewing the 2nd through 7th national curricula, the perspective of
social transformation theory was officially introduced in 1979,
incorporating the Theory of the Budding of Capitalism. With the
strengthening of social transformation theory in 1990, the
people—centered historical perspective and factional politics theory
were adopted. By 1996, the people—centered perspective became
more prominent, and in 2002, themes such as King Jeongjo's reformist
policies, advancements in science and technology, and the Jingyeong
Culture Theory were included, signaling a shift towards a more
integrative approach. This historical view of the late Joseon period
served as a primary framework in the textbook—writing process after
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the restoration of the textbook screening system in the 2000s.
The compilation of textbooks has been heavily influenced not only
by academic research but also by changes in political regimes,
exacerbating confusion in educational settings. This is evident not only
in the frequent revisions of officially certified textbooks but also in the
coexistence of old and new theories within the content. This situation
arises from a lack of investment in analyzing historiographical research
during the curriculum design process, with a primary focus on
determining the scope of knowledge and methods of instruction from
an educational engineering perspective. However, without in—depth
discussions on the actual content to be included, it will be difficult to
achieve the desired outcomes in history education. Therefore, it is
necessary to establish an ongoing mechanism or procedure for
analyzing the theories incorporated into textbook education.

keywords :

Historical Image of the Joseon Dynasty, History Education, Theory
of the Budding of Capitalism, Factional Politics Theory, Politics of
Neutrality, Land Tax System of the Great Unity, Military Service
Equalization System
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