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Daegu's urban planning and mulitary base policy
during the Asia-Pacific War (1931 ~1945)

Kim, Kyung—nam

This study questioned the original purpose of the urban planning in
colonial Joseon by the Japanese Empire, focusing on the military
aspects of the Daegu area, where was the seat of the military
headquarters of southern Joseon, in terms of colonial urban system and
regional history. Daegu was not only the political, economic and
military center of Yeongnam region, but also the area connected to
Japan. Therefore, it is suitable for a study on the development of a
colonial city at the regional level and this study can help fill in the gaps
created by the lack of researches on the colonial urbanization of
traditional cities in wartime.

This study demonstrates that the purpose of the colonial city
development by the Japanese Empire in Joseon was to establish a
logistics base for advancing onto the Asian continent. In addition, it
identifies the historical origin and continuity of the Daegu area as a
military base in the current situation where the U.S. still has military
operational authority in South Korea. The results of the study can be
summarized as follows.

In 1929, in order to overcome the impact of the Great Depression
that started in the United States, Japanese imperialists sought to find
a way to increase capital accumulation by expanding power through
invasions into China and other countries around Pacific area. In this
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process, they attempted to make Joseon their logistical base for
advancing onto the continent, and the legislative device to accomplish
this objective was the Joseon Urban Planning Act. Its main purpose
was to develop sea and continental routes.

The Daegu Urban Planning was implemented after the decision on
its zoning, road networks and areas for compartmentalization and
rearrangement had been made in the third Urban Planning Committee
meeting on January 29, 1937. The planning was established for an
estimated population of 0.35 million by 1965 and the Governor—-General
of Joseon approved the projects for the development of industrial and
residential zones on July 22, 1940.

However, when the battle between the United States and the Allied
Forces began, the Daegu Urban Planning was strategically
implemented with a focus on the construction of military logistics road
networks(The route connecting Daegu Military District and Busan,
Pohang, Ulsan, etc.) and air transportation routes (Deagu—Otsuki
airbase, 22 airbases in the southern region etc.) in the 1940s.

Therefore, it can be seen that the Daegu Urban Planning in the 1940s
was not implemented for the promotion of the well-being of residents,
which was the purpose proclaimed in the Joseon Urban Planning, but
functioned as a colonial urban planning project that was mainly driven
by the needs of the Ministry of the Army for the easy transportation
of military supplies. Thus, as the Japanese cabinet and the military
withdrew after their defeat, the leading task force for the related
projects disappeared all at once, which led to the discontinuation of
the urban planning.

keywords :

Colonial city, Japanese Empire, military headquarters, Urban
Planning Act, Governor—-General of Joseon, Daegu Corps
Headquarters, Air Force
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