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Abstract

Bonghwa’s Temple Singed in Yuga
— With Cheongryangsa, Chukseosa, and Gakhwasa as the center —

Hwang, Man—ki

In this paper, we examine how temples, which are Buddhist spaces,
transformed into Confucian spaces, focusing on Cheongnyangsa
Temple, Chukseo Temple, and Gakhwasa Temple, which are existing
temples in Bonghwa. Confucian scholars would tour these three
spaces, internalize them, organize their thoughts, and then sublimate
them into songs through the literary genre of Hansi. This phenomenon
continued from the mid-Joseon period to the late Joseon period, and
intellectuals came to recognize that Buddhist spaces could be utilized
as Confucian spaces. As a result, temples, which were spaces for
Buddhist practice and rituals, began to be enjoyed by local aristocrats
and noble families in the form of reading, lectures, self-cultivation, and
group meetings. Cheongnyangsa Temple was the only temple and
representative  Buddhist space among the many temples and
hermitages in Cheongnyangsan Mountain. Since Toegye, the last of the
Korean Confucian scholars, read at Cheongnyangsan, it has emerged
as a new image, and it has become a sacred place that not only
scholars of the Yeongnam region but also scholars of the whole
country want to visit at least once. At that time, the poems and prose
left by Toegye became the interest of not only his immediate disciples,
but also the scholars of Andong and even Yeongnam, and they would
stop by here and leave their own poems. Chukseo Temple is where
Cheon Seong-sa-ro (JI[EPUE), widely known as a prose writer of
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Bonghwa in the 17th century, and Nuleun(i#%) Lee Gwang—jeong(%t:
Ji©), who was revered as the last of the Yeongnam literature in the 18th
century, held literary meetings here, providing students with a great
opportunity to gain experience and academic depth. Gakhwa Temple
had the mission of protecting the Taebaeksan Historical Site, which
stored the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty. Therefore, this place was
considered very sacred and had a special meaning to scholars of the
Joseon Dynasty. Seoae(P4E) Ryu Seong-ryong(#liif) practiced
asceticism here, and Changseol(#=5) Gwon Du-gyeong(#E=1%) held
gatherings with friends here in his 60th birthday. It is clear that all
three temples were used as spaces for reading and studying, but in
the case of Gakhwasa Temple, although the number of Chinese poems
is greater than that of Cheongnyangsa Temple or Chukseo Temple,
works related to reading and studying were not specifically confirmed,
so this study focused on works related to asceticism and gatherings.

keywords :
Bonghwa, temple, Cheongnyangsa, Gakhwasa, Chukseosa,
Cheonseosaro
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