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Abstract

Extant Literature of Otojae Ritual Houses and Its
Overview and Characteristics

Hwang, Wee—z00

This paper aims to examine the overview of the extant documents
concerning Otojae ritual houses. 202 documents concerning Otojae,
totaling 3,500 pages, were discovered. By time, the documents
recorded since 1945 accounted for the largest portion (over 50%),
followed by documents recorded during the Japanese colonial rule of
Korea (about 30%), and documents recorded before 1910 (29 cases
or 15%). By content, noteworthy were the five categories of visitors,
financial operation, operators, operation rules, and the reconstruction
and renovation of facilities. The documents concerning visitors
represented the largest number and offered the diversity of contents.
They were noteworthy as the key materials which can offer insight
into the size of Otojae visitors and its chronological changes, and their
influences in communities. Documents concerning finance, the second
largest in number, offered the records of Otojae's finances and revenue
and expenditure, as well as of ritual items, special treatment of
officers, construction cost, and treatment cost among other incidental
information. Documents concerning the operation of Otojae described
the chronological records of personal details of officers, offering a

rough sketch of the actual operators of Otojae. Documents concerning
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the principle of operation was not many. However, they described the
diverse rules on the appointment of officers, special treatment of
officers, preparation of rituals, and collection of donation, thus offering
the most accurate details of what rules Otojae was operated by.
Documents concerning reconstruction and renovation described the
chronological changes of the facilities, and in particular, some diaries
offered detailed description and were systematically recorded, thus
making them worth studying. Among other documents are many rare
ones. Thus, if this study continues, the standard samples of the tomb
ritual houses and sage memorial community shrines of Yeongnam

region can be identified.
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