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Examining the Stratigraphic Relation of Korean Bronze
Age Petrographs and the Socio—economic Background
of Their Spread

Kim, Gwon—-gu

This thesis aims to evaluate whether the Korean Bronze Age
petrographs are really dated to the Korean Bronze Age or not by way
of examining both their stratigraphic relation and their petrograph
motifs. In addition it also aims to review the socio—economic
background of their spread.

However the examples of petrographs such as not only the covering
plate stone of No. 1 stone cist at Songguk-ri of Buyeo County but also
that of the stone cist underneath pebble layers of the No. 1 dolmen
at Dongchon-ri of Boseong County and the petrographs from
Bongpyeong-ri of Goryeong County covered partly from the cultural
layer of the Bronze Age, and other two more petrographs are very
important because they vividly show the existence of the petrographs
by stratigraphic relation during the Bronze Age. There are also indirect
evidences to imply a tradition of carving petrograph during the Korean
Bronze Age, which is suggested by the three examples such as the
stone dagger motifs and the stone arrowhead motif on the capstone
of No. 16 dolmen at Inbi-dong of Pohang City, the stone dagger motif
on the capstone of No. 5 dolmen at Orim—dong of Yeosu City, and the
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cup marks and concentric designs on the menhir at Jincheon—-dong of
Daegu City.

Although the sample sizes are not big enough, it is meaningful to
find that carving petrographs during the Late Bronze had been
practiced in South Korea for rituals such as mortuary practices or
ancestor worship practices as the sedentary agricultural communities
of the Korean Bronze Age entered into the agricultural intensification
further. The development of sedentary agricultural communities with
ancestor worship practices might be one of the factors causing the

spread of petrographs combing with the dolmen culture.

Keywords
petrograph, stratigraphic relation, the Bronze Age, the sedentary
agricultural communities, dolmen culture, ancestor worship practices
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