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Abstract

Inventing the Image of the Marvelous Sanctuary of
Baengnyulsa (F5ZE=F)

- Change of the Buddhism Policy in the 9"Century
and its Effect on the Buddhist Temple

Park, Kwang—youn

The martyrdom of Lee Cha—don recorded in various texts such as
History of the Three Kingdoms (Samguk sagi —B{*:7L), Memorabilia
of the Three Kingdoms (Samguk yusa —Bi&3) and Biographies of
Eminent Korean Monks (Haedong goseungjeon {EH =) is always
mentioned to explain how Buddhism was introduced and
accommodated in the Silla dynasty. However, the earliest record about
his martyrdom is “Record on the Stone Pillar of Baengnyulsa (F55E54+
50" in 817 (or 818). “Invitation to the Group of Worshipping Buddha
at the Tomb of Yeomchok (H#&HiEk#i0)" in Memorabilia of the
Three Kingdoms is also written by lillyeom (—&) during the years of
Yuanhe (AT 806-820). That is, the image of Lee cha-don we all
recognize today was created in the 9" century. Even though Lee
cha—-don was a real person and his martyrdom happened, why did
people of Silla perform the practice and erect a stone pillar to
commemorate Lee cha—don in the 9" century? This research is to
analyze its historical background.

After the reign of King Aejang (r. 801-809), many epitaphs for Silla’s
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eminent monks of Ado (), Anheung (Anham %%, ?-?), Wonhyo Ot
% 617-686), Uisang (F5H1, 625-702), Gyeongheung (I5:#1), Seungjeon
(57 as well as for Lee cha—don in the early period of accepting
Buddhism were erected. The inscriptions on them commonly
emphasize the monks’ connection with the ruler or dynasty, and their
marvels. Even though “Record on the Stone Pillar of Baengnyulsa” was
not written under the royal order, the record underlined the dignity
of kings and the contribution of Buddhism in the process of unifying
the Korean peninsula. On the other hands, Buddhism policy was strictly
enforced in the reign of King Aejang, Heondeok and Heungdeok of the
9™ century. In this point of view, it is assumed that Buddhist temples
including Baengnyulsa put emphasis on the Lee cha-don’s marvel and
Buddhist virtuous acts in the 9" century as an effort to save

themselves under Silla’s tight policy on Buddhism.

kehywords :

9" century, Silla Buddhism, Baengnyulsa (%35), Lee cha-don,
King Aejang, Record on the Stone Pillar of Baengnyulsa, Buddhism
policy
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