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Silla’s Unification of the Three Kingdoms and Kim
Yusin

Kim, Soo—tae

It can be said that full fledged interests in Kim Yusin arose after
entering 2000s. This is because of published articles that depicted
the overall picture of him.

However, there seems to be still a lack of interest in Kim Yusin's
thoughts regarding the unification of the three kingdoms. Although the
present author’'s view on that matter has been expressed, there is an
ongoing controversy surrounding the theory of Silla’s unification of the
three kingdoms.

Therefore, it is necessary to clarify what Kim Yusin's theory of the
unification of the three kingdoms was. For this, attention should also
be paid to what kind of interest Kim Yusin had in the diplomatic
situations at that time. In general, Kim Yusin is understood as an
independent figure with a negative perception toward the Tang
dynasty. However, that would only be a partial understanding of Kim
Yusin. This is because it will be necessary to properly follow the
temporal change of Kim Yusin's perception of international relations.

On the other hand, it will be necessary to pay attention to Kim
Yusin's ideological basis. Although there is an article that deals with
the relationship between Kim Yusin and Confucianism, the fact that this
relationship was based on Confucianism of the Middle Ancient period
of Silla has not been properly handled. This relation is demonstrated
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in the fact that he led Silla’s unification of the three kingdoms based
on Won Gwang's Sesok Ogye. Through this, he greatly emphasized the
communal bonding of the members of the Silla society.

Therefore, through this approach, it further enables comprehensive
understanding of Kim Yusin's other major activities in the East Asian
World at that time, not just as a military general, but also as a politician,
diplomat, and thinker.

keywords :
Kim Yusin, Kim Chunchu, Unification of the Three Kingdoms,
Confucianism, Tang dynasty

165






