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i Abstract

Communications in the Silla-Tang War(670~676)

Ueda, Kiheinarichika

The 670s is an important period of the relationship between Silla
and Tang: in the mid-7th century, Silla and Tang allied and overthrew
Baekje in 660 and Goguryeo in 668. After the destruction of Goguryeo,
however, Silla and Tang clashed, resulting in a military conflict, the
Silla-Tang War (670~676).

During the War, Silla and Tang continued to communicate with each
other. In 671, the Tang dispatched Xue Réngui to exchange letters with
King Munmu. In 672, Silla sent an envoy to the Tang Dynasty to
apologize, and the contents of the envoy's letter remain in the
historical records, Samguksagi. In 675, at the war's end, Silla sent a
diplomatic mission to the Tang Dynasty, which can be found in Chinese
historical records and the Samguksagr. Thus, in the 670s, while the
two kingdoms were not only in conflict, they were also continuing
diplomatic negotiations, in other words, communication.

The previous study of the Silla-Tang War overlooked the aspect of
Silla's strategy of communication. Less attention has been paid to the
question of how Silla communicated with the Tang Dynasty. This paper
will focus on two documents, the letter of Xue Réngui and the reply
letter of King Munmu, which contain the specific negotiations between
Silla and Tang and the thoughts and intentions of the two kingdoms.
Although the previous studies have referred to the two letters, these
studies are insufficient to analyze the letter as a whole. Therefore, this

113



3% H855(2023)

paper will first clarify the points in which the Tang Dynasty and Silla
were in conflict. Then, after examining the Tang side's historical
records, this paper will examine the letter of Xue Réngui and the reply
letter of King Munmu in Samguksagi. This analysis will provide an
understanding of what issues were disputed and what issues were
avoided by the two kingdoms. It will also clarify how Silla tried to
resolve the conflict with the Tang Dynasty in the late 670s.

Thus this study will show that Goguryeo's relics were an essential
point of contention between Silla and Tang and that the reunion of
Anseung into the Bone-rank system was Silla's policy to resolve the
conflict with Tang. Thus, we can evaluate the strategic nature of Silla's
skillful communication in the 670s.
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