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! Abstract

Characteristics of Books and Publication by the
Gyeongsang Provincial Office inthe Late Joseon Period

Son, Ke-young

This paper examines the characteristics of books published by the
Gyeongsang Provincial Office after analyzing and comparing the list of
books published by this office that are included in the late Joseon
wood-block book list with each extant book. For this purpose, 170
books published by the Gyeongsang Provincial Office and included in
the wood-block book list are selected for analyzing their current status
by topic. Focusing on these books, this study examines the various
colophon formats and details used by the Gyeongsang Provincial Office
through an investigation and analysis of extant books with colophon
marks from that office. In addition, this study identifies the
characteristics and significance of late Joseon publications inherent in
books published by the Gyeongsang Provincial Office, the details of
which can be summarized as follows.

First, after categorizing the 170 books by topic, it was found that
18.8% belong to the category of Confucian Classics, 27.1% to the
category of History, 19.4% to the category of Masters and
Philosophers, and 34.7% to the category of Belles—Lettres. Although
it was predicted that the category of Confucian Classics in which

educational books belong would have the most books, it turns out that
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more than one-third of the books belong to the category of
Belles—Lettres.

Second, the result of an investigation into the colophons of extant
books are as follows. The colophon format is divided according to
whether a square imprint exists or not. When a square imprint does
not exist, colophons can be divided into those that take up the entire
last page of the body matter versus those that are briefly written on
the last line of the body matter. Colophon statement basically includes
information about the date of publication, publisher, and reason for
producing the manuscript; on rare occasions, additional information
about the agency in custody of the wood-block book and the reason
for it are included.

Third, as the result of examining the characteristics of publication
by the Gyeongsang Provincial Office, the Gyeongsang Provincial Office
is revealed to have played the role of a hub of publishing center for
the Yeongnam region by reprinting the central edition transmitted from
the capital. Moreover, literary collections were published under the
leadership of the magistrate of Gyeongsang Province. It is also
confirmed that published books related to a specific figure or a family
lineage, such as collected works, genealogy, and chronological record
of a person's life were not kept in the Gyeongsang Provincial Office.

The publications were transferred to a nearby temple for storage.

Keywords : Gyeongsang Provincial Office, Books Published by the
Gyeongsang Provincial Office, Wood—Block Book List, Late Joseon
Period, Colophon.
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