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Tracing the Origins of "Yeongnam" and "Honam®

Lee, Young—ho

The Yeongnam and Honam regions have distinct geographical
characteristics in Korea. In addition, they have had their own peculiar
culture and contributed greatly to the development of Korean culture.
What regions have been physically designated as “Yeongnam” and
“Honam’? What did the names originate in?

The name of Yeongnam was first used in 995 (the 14th reign year
of Goryeo King Seongjong), when the whole Goryeo territory was
divided into 10 circuits (do) and the Yeongnam-do was created.
Korean “Yeongnam” was named after the Chinese Tang dynasty’s
Lingnan Province. In Korea, Yeongnam has been meant by the
Gyeongsang region south of the Juk-ryeong and Jo-ryeong passes.
The name of “Honam,” which has been meant by the Jeolla region, also
originated in China's Hunan Province. Korean documentary records
demonstrate that the name of “Honam” was used later than that of
“Yeongnam.” This study has examined Samguk yusa (Memorabilia of
the Three Kingdoms) and the epigraph on the stele of Buddhist monk
Jinpyo and supposed that around 1199 the name of Honam was used
along with those of Yeongnam and Gwandong. Unlike the case of

Yeongnam, regarding the definition of Honam, a divergence of views
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has emerged. This study understands it as an interpretational problem
of how Goryeo introduced a Chinese name and used it to name a
certain region. Indeed, Goryeo did not name specific regions on the
basis of a fixed principle.

The Yeongnam and Honam regions have contrasted topographical
characteristics. This study has compared the Yeongnam region to
Egypt and the Honam region to Greece. The Nakdong River that goes
the way across the Yeongnam region is compared to the Nile River
of Egypt; Mahan's small “states” during the Samhan (three Han
Federations) period to poleis of ancient Greece. Both Yeongnam and
Honam regions are far from geographical, cultural homogeneity
respectively. Within the regions exist geographical and cultural
disparities. This study hopes that this historical comprehension of
Yeongnam and Honam would serve mutual understanding between

their inhabitants and development of the two regions.

keywords :
Egypt, Geum River, Greece, Gwandong, Honam, Nakdong River,
Yeongnam
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