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Abstract

Life and Cultural Struggle of Lee Sang—jeong Before
Exile in China

Park, Yong—chan

Lee Sang—jeong is an independence activist with a unique career that
has crossed cultural and armed struggles. Nevertheless, an approach
to his life has not been properly dealt with in the history of literature,
art, and independence movements. Lee Sang—jeong was born in Daegu
and lived a hard life while drifting off Japan, Korea, and China all his
life. Whether before or after exile in China, he was a free man fighting
against oppression and restraint. The spirit of freedom appeared as
a cultural struggle through education, literature, and art before Chinese
exile, and as an armed struggle responsible for the advancement of
the anti-Japanese front after Chinese exile. This paper attempted to
restore Lee Sang—jeong's first half life, focusing on newly discovered
data. Lee Sang—jeong, who learned poetry, writing, painting(qi )
and Chinese classics(7##%) while growing up in the family of his uncle,
Sonam(’)\¥), Lee I-woo(%*§), gained knowledge of Western
painting, history, and geography through studying in Japan. The
cultural capital and symbolic capital acquired in this process later
became an important factor in determining Lee Sang—jeong's life. This
paper attempted to organize Lee Sang—jeong's first half life, his
education, art, and literary activities from the perspective of a cultural
nationalist. Devotion in national enlightenment through education was
the main theme of his first half life. Interest in the Korean language
was shown to be the creation of Sijo(Ffi) or essay writing, and the
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interest in Western painting was shown to be the submit of individual
exhibitions or the creation of the art research institute 'Byeokdongsa
CGHik)'. On the other hand, Lee Sang-jung, who realized the
limitations of cultural nationalism, led the foundation of the socialist
youth organization, Yongjindan(FE:E) in 1925, and defected to China.
'This was because he realized that the cultural struggle in Korea had
reached its limit and could not go any further. Independence activist
Lee Sang-jung existed at the point where he wanted to overcome the
cultural struggle, which was an armed struggle abroad.

keywords :

Lee Sang-jeong, cultural struggle, armed struggle, cultural
nationalism, cultural capital, educational movement, a Western
painter, love for one's countrymen, Sijo, socialist youth movement,
fighter for independence
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