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Abstract

The search for the study of everyday life in the Joseon
Dynasty

Kwon, Nae—hyun

Everyday life does not only refer to the repetition of life or the static
realm of material civilization. It is a time and space where reality is
dynamically reconstructed by the perceptions and experiences of
individuals and groups. The groups to be studied are the underclasses
who have been marginalized by the imbalance of dominant
perspectives and data. The survival strategies of the lower classes in
the Joseon Dynasty, which can be categorized as adaptation, imitation,
and resistance, were dynamic and multi-layered, and sometimes their
behaviour could alter the macro-level trends. Family registers, diaries,
and historical manuscripts are a good, albeit fragmentary, source for
reconstructing the daily lives of the lower classes. If we shift our
perspective and focus, the study of everyday life in the Joseon Dynasty
is a very open field. It is at least a counterbalance to past
historiography, which has concentrated on the ruling class and their
literature, structures and institutions. Furthermore, by focusing on
everyday human behaviour and social relations, while also looking at
macro-level trends, we can revitalize the stagnant study of the Joseon
Dynasty.

keywords :
history of everyday life, microhistory, lower class people, family
register, diary, historical manuscripts
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